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Do   you   have   a   NEWS  WORTHY  
story to   tell?

is the way to go......

Do you have an interesting story to tell that will raise public awareness of and regard for your company, whether it is 
about a new project, product or service you have introduced or an important event you plan to stage?

Have you recently achieved something remarkable, won a reward, bought out your opposition, or made an important 
staff appointment that will help increase your corporate image?

Are you a market leader or well on your way to become one?
These are only a few of many newsworthy items that can be conveyed to the public at large or a target market in par-
ticular via the ordinary or on-line media.

Paid for advertising by placing an “ad” or “advertorial” in a publication is one route go. The other route is by sending out a 
media release, news release or press statement to assignment editors at newspapers, magazines, radio stations, televi-
sion stations, and/or television networks to tell them about something that (you think) has news value.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

To our partners, contributors, 
advertisers and subscribers, 
Builders Quarterly Magazine 
welcomes you to this yet 
another quarter. once again 
we are very grateful to you 
for your continued support 
and solid partnership. at a 
time when there is growing 
concern around the world 
over the state of some of the 
most fundamental economic 
and financial institutions, you 
have continued to show that 
we can all forge ahead with a 
common vision of uplifting the 

state of buildings as well as infrastructure in our nation. This is 
of course a fundamental base for the development of a nation 
such as ours. Recently added to the BRICS group of nations, 
we know that the part we play has a higher sense of purpose 
and achievement in that we continue affect strategic and 
developmental change through the use of our various skills.

Building is one such industry where many specialised professionals come 
together. The contractors, the architects, the engineers, the planners, 
the business and corporate entities, the environmental consultants, the 
quantity surveyors and a host of other players that make building a dream 
we can reach; our destinies and purposes are intricately bound together. 
We see various challenges on any building site and the outcome of a quality 
solution is always going to depend on the cohesion of the teams that have 
been called upon to implement the building work. With improved synergies 
amongst ourselves, we can deliver projects on time, we can reduce the cost 
of building and we can counter challenges before they spiral out of control.

In this issue of the magazine, we focused on institutional building structures 
a lot more than we normally do. The academic centres around the country 
such as UNISA and Vaal University of Technology continue to impact the 
quality of professionals through education. It is a joy to continue to witness 
greater capacity being sought for in such institutions. We can rest assured 
that that we will continue to see innovations in our market and various 
practices.

As we have enjoyed putting this issue together with you, we hope you will 
also enjoy reading about yourselves and about other partners in the market. 
We shall connect again in the next quarter. 

Builders’ Quarterly Magazine Team

Greening

It is about time South Africa 
followed suit.

How many times a week do you find 
yourself stuck in peak hour traffic, or 
driving around the circles looking for 
a parking sport? Any parking spot? 
Have you considered the impact our 
cars and public transport systems 
have on our environment when we 
are in traffic jam or driving around 
unnecessarily? Executive chair of 
Ford Motor Company, Bill Ford, who 
clearly had his calling set up for him 

before he was born. His paternal 
great grandfather was Henry Ford 
and his maternal great grandfather 
Harvey Firestone-recently spoke at a 
Technology. Entertainment and Design 
(TED) Conferencing about his two 
passions: cars and the environment. 
It is estimated that, by 2044, the 
world population will be nine billion 
people; he said today there are 
approximately 6.8 billion people in 
the world with 800 million cars on 
the roads world wide. That number 
looks set to grow to between two 

to four billion cars on the road by 
2050.Already global cities that are 
growing the fastest population wise 
are experiencing gridlock. According 
to Ford, in 2010,Belging Citizens 
had a five-hour commute on a daily 
basis and somewhere in China that 
same year thousands of people 
experienced a traffic jam that was 
nearly 161 kilometers long which after 
11 days was eventually dissolved. The 
negative impact of this is enormous; 
besides the time and fuel that is 
wasted, it affects society’s healthcare 

Going the extra-Green mile
Greening the transport industry

infrastructure, food transportation 
and other services that are vital to our 
existence. Ford insisted that smatter 
cars, smarter roads and smarter public 
transportation systems are required 
to relieve the gridlock pressure that 
is currently being felt across the 
world, and which is set to increase. 
In decades to come. 75% of the 
world’s populations will live in cities 
and 50% of those cities will have 10 
million living in these said cities he 
added. The “global gridlock”as ford 
calls it is going to handle economic 
growth and our ability to deliver food, 
products and services to society. In 
short, it will compromise humanity. 
Obviously, creating more cars and 
trucks for more people is not a 
solution. A more automated and 
integrated transport system is the key, 
however. Sustainable transportation 
and transportation systems require an 
“integrated system that uses real-time 
data”, said ford, where we will no 
longer be looking for parking bays or 
remaining gridlocked or waiting to pay 
road tolls because very soon the same 
GPS and sound systems that already 
exist in cars will evolve to become 
part of a smart car system that allows 
one’s car to communicate with other 
vehicles. For example : if car A in 
front of car B experiences a traffic 
jam or car accident, car B will be 
informed by car A, offering alternative 
routes and the estimated time it will 
take. Another example is scheduling 
parking bays ahead of time. And there 
are many other possibilities. Ford 
used Hong Kong as another example: 
here all modes of transport are part of 
an intergrated card payment system 
called the Octopus,thus eliminating 
transport congestion.A You Tube clip 
about green transport submitted in 
May describes the level of pollution 
in Manilla,a city in the Phillipians.
Vehicles account for 80% of the air 
pollution and one of the greatest 
contributers to carbon dioxide is 
the common motorcycle which is a 
popular means of commuting that 
creates a massive 10 million tones of 
CO2 in this city each year.To curb this 
environmental disaster, eco-friendly 
and energy efficient tricycles called e-
trikes which have been funded by the 
Asian Development Bank, will soon be 
on the city’s roads.Accoording to the 

research,these e-trikes will cost half 
as much as the former tricycles and 
every 20  000 tricyles introduced into 
the city will help to save100  000 litres 
of imported fuel daily-reducing fuel 
costs by 85%.

oThEr CoUnTrIES MakInG 
HEADWAY

The Philippine government is 
looking to create electric buses and 
other forms of e-transportation to 
contribute to environmentally friendly 
practices. Another video on you 
tube, from Sweden, shows an electric 
vehicle that combines the functioning 
of a taxi with the fuel efficiency and 
energy saving methods of a train 
called skycab. it is a driverless electric 
personal rapid transport system cab 
that can transport up to four people 
at a time on an elevated track system 
quickly and efficiently because it has 
a sophisticated routing system and is 
able to transport up to 9 000 people 
per hour-minimising congestion and 
carbon emissions.if the sky cab runs 
on the average electricity produced 
for Europe, it will emit 70% less than 
the proposed carbon effiency for new 
cars in Europe by 2012.

ElECTrIC CarS For GooGlErS

Google, the world’s largest search 
engine company has an electric 
car charging programme that 
allows electric vehicles (Evs) to be 
recharged. It the largest EV Charging 
station operator which a total of 200 
stations with another 250 on order. 
Fortunately for Google employees 
recharging their electric cars is free. 
According to stumbleupopn.com:”The 
goal of the company is to have 5% 
of parking space furnished with 
EV Chargers that will be free for all 
googlers.According to Rolf Schreiber, 
technical programme manager for 
electric transportation with Google, 
the company’s charging systems have 
lured Googlers into buying electric 
cars adds the website.

HYBRID AIRCRAFT TAKES TO THE SKIES

Another exciting development for 
green air transportation is the DA36 
E-Star, an electric two seater serial 
hybrid aircraft that took it’s maiden 

voyage in Vienna Austria-the home 
of diamond aircraft industries. The 
partnership project between Siemens, 
Diamond Aircraft Industries, the 
aircraft manufacturers and aerospace 
giant, ADS created the aircraft so 
that the main engine could rely on 
alternative power sources, batteries 
and a gasoline powered generator. 
The engine puts out 70 watts and 
while it is still small, the leaders of 
the project state that the model can 
be scaled up to the likes of passenger 
planes. With more research further on 
they hope to reduce fuel consumption 
by 25%.Noise pollution is another 
of the considerations of greening all 
aspects of our lives and with the DA36 
E-Star both taking off and landing are 
done far more quietly than it’s older 
counterparts.There are sure to be 
even greater developments from the 
little aircracft.

OPENLY HOSTILE TACTICS

It was reported in the New York 
Times on 20 june that Europe and 
the United States-while reducing 
carbon emissions have vastly different 
strategic means of doing so.While 
the US is synchronizing green traffic 
lights and using automated systems 
to find parking before arriving at the 
destination parts of Europe have-in 
what has been worded as “openly 
hostile”t-tactictics literally closed off 
certain roads or dissolved lanes via 
what the report called”popular bike 
sharing programmes.This has made 
car travel so expensive for the average 
traveler, that it is forcing it’s citizens 
to choose other environmentally 
friendly means of transportation. 
According to the report, one way 
to reduce the Gridlock in London 
and Stockholm is for the traveler 
to pay exorbitant congestion fees 
when entering the cities and some 
and some German cities have joined 
the network of environment zones.
where only electric cars or hybrid cars 
that have low carbon emissions are 
allowed to enter.It appears that the 
idea is to revive bicycle travel,become 
a pedestrian once again or drive 
responsibly by car pooling or at 
the very least choose cars that are 
environmentally friendly.  
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PropertyProperty

offers a diversity of 
accommodation with 175 
world-class luxury apartments 
comprising Studios, 1, 2 and 3 
bedrooms to penthouses with 
splash pools. pricing for these 
luxury apartmentsrange from 
r4 million to r35 million.

The perfect blend of innovative 
design, supreme luxury, advanced 
technology, uncompromising 
security and impeccable styling 
provides you with the ultimate 
investment opportunity. The 
Embassy’s concealed technology 
enhances your lifestyle and controls 
the apartment access, temperature, 
alarm, sound and lighting. The 

dramatic landscaped gardens 
and water features seamlessly 
complement the curvaceous style of 
the building.

In addition you have exclusive 
access to the various in-house 
facilities which includes unrivalled 
access control, secure undercover 
parking, 24-hour concierge service, 
lobby reception, shuttle shopping 
service, fully equipped spa and 
health centre with a juice bar, 
jogging track, clubhouse with a 
coffee shop, business centre and 
car wash with valet service. Within 
walking distance is the Brooklyn 
Shopping Mall which is the dynamic 
hub of this diplomatic area with a 

The Embassy is a dramatic 
architectural statement 
set amidst cascading water 
features, lush landscaped 
gardens and adjacent to a 
green belt. The development 

The Embassy residence
mix of more than 170 retail stores, 
restaurants and nine cinemas.

The Embassy is the most concrete 
demonstration yet of the core 
Signature values, breaking new 
ground with several world firsts in 
the fields of Security, Design and 
Luxury.The Embassy represents a 
pinnacle in the Signature pursuit for 
excellence and perfection.

Apartment Facilities
• 24/7 Concierge
• State-of-the-art access control
• Biometric access
• Integrated alarm and audio 

system
• Wireless Internet
• Plasma TV
• Media centre
• Central air conditioning
• Bathroom with underfloor 

heating
• Gas hob
• Gas fireplace for selected 

apartments
• Gas Braai for selected 

apartments
• Designer kitchen with integrated 

appliances
• Private gardens for selected 

apartments
• Secure basement parking
• Energy management

Lifestyle
• Smart access control
• Secure parking
• Concierge service
• Lobby and meeting rooms
• Clubhouse / Coffee Bar
• Car wash and valet service
• Fully equipped spa and health 

centre with treatment rooms / 
20m lap pool /

• gymnasium / juice bar
• Children’s activity centre
• Swimming pool
• Putting green
• Lush landscaped garden with 

water features
• Shuttle shopping service
• Redundant power.  

proFESSIonal TEaM
Developer
Signature Acquisitions

architects
SAOTA (Stefan Antoni 
Olmesdahl 
Truen Architects)
& 3 Point Architects

Quantity Surveyors
VSB

Civil Engineer
Krige Van Heerden

Structural Engineer
Dippenaar & Lapage

Mechanical Engineer
QMech

Electrical Engineer
CKR

land Surveyors
Johannes Loock
Urban Design
Holm Jordaan
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The Blueberry lane 
Development is a residential 
property development situated 
in Durbanville, Cape Town 
within the greater Estate 
of Burgundy. The various 
developments that make up 
the estate offer a full range of 
homes to suit every need; with 
shops, schools and a church 
all located within this well 
secured precinct. 

Located within the Burgundy Estate, 
the Blueberry Lane development 
abuts the vineyards of the sought-
after Durbanville wine area and the 
historic De Grendel wine farm. 

Similar to the wine from 
Blueberries, this development has 
a unique layout. It is a sectional 
title security complex consisting 
of 23 single residential units 
(Northland) interspersed with 
landscaped areas as well as an 
apartment block of three sections 
(North blue, North country and 
Northsky) each consisting of 6 units 
each. It is interesting to note that 
there are many varieties of the 
blueberry plant and it is from these 
that the names have been chosen: 
Northland, North blue, North 
Country and Northsky. 

The estate’s strict urban and 
landscaping design guidelines 
serve as control to create an 
aesthetically pleasing and high-value 
environment. Homes will be built 
in a contemporary style to ensure 
homogeneity, and will conform to 
the high standards of the Burgundy 
Master Homeowners Association. 

Blueberry lane 
Development

PropertyProperty

Particular attention has been given 
to the landscaping of the area. 
Only indigenous plants are to be 
used. These will be nurtured by 
a grey water reticulation system 

with enough capacity to sustain 
the entire development. The paved 
areas in roadways and parking 
areas are to be incorporated with 
landscape design.

The Blueberry Lane development 
consists of 23 townhouses in 
two types, type A & type B. Each 
townhouse will have a double storey 

and have its own garage. Each one 
is with its own garden. Set backs 
from fence are some 4 meters, 
larger than any other development 
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in the area. The townhouses have a 
large lounge with open plan kitchen 
with appliances (oven, hob, and 
extractor). 

The 1st floor has 2 bedrooms with 
a main full bathroom with bath, 
shower, basin and toilet. Type A has 
an additional bathroom. Purchasers 
can choose either to have open 
plan bathrooms or have enclosed 
bathrooms. Some of these units 
have great views to Table Mountain. 

Within the greater Burgundy is a 
private primary & secondary school. 
The school has started in January 
2011 with 200 pupils with the 
formal school planned to be build by 

January 2012 and will accommodate 
1200 pupils. 

The area also has a shopping centre 
with a Checkers, liquor shop, rental 
agency, pizza take away, ladies 
clothing shop, pet shop, laundry, 
phone shop, gift shop. On the 
eastern side of the Burgundy Estate 
a 9 holes par 3 golf-course is up 
and running with its own clubhouse 
attached. The restaurants in the 
Clubhouse have become very 
popular with a formal restaurant 
and a pizzeria. The Estate has its 
own security team with 6 cars 
dedicated to the area, backed up by 
138 remote controlled cameras.   

proFESSIonal TEaM
Developer 
Exar Dev & Construction
project architect
Chameleon Architects 
Civils Infr Consultant
Robert Leslie Consulting
Electrical Infrastructure
De vos Paxton Elec Eng
Structural Consultant 
EAS Consulting Eng
health & Safety Consult
Siyakhathala Safety
Civils Contractor 
West Coast Civils 

PropertyProperty

The brief for this new 
development, “The point” 
@ Brooklyn, was to create 
and provide a prestigious 
and highly visible office 
development, that is energy 
efficient, and yet cost 
efficient, that would cater 
for the professional office 
and business requirements. 
The new building comprises 
four office levels with two 
basement parking levels which 
will allow a lettable area of 
approximately 2800 square 
meters. At a time whereby 
we are still living through the 
effects of economic crisis, this 
project brings relief to the 
general building industry by 
ensuring that there is some 
work in the construction 

The point at Brooklyn

market for the relevant 
contractors and building 
suppliers.

The building design consists of a 
triangular plan form that forms a 
prominent “point” that stretches 
out from the site and extends into 

the direction of the Brooklyn circle 
beyond.  This strong design feature 
also contributed to the name of 
the project “The Point”. The façade 
therefore incorporates the simple, 
elegant sharp lines of the triangular 
site and the proposed façade 
treatment constitutes a modern 
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PropertyProperty

PENTAD IS PROUD TO 
BE ASSOCIATED WITH

THE POINT 
@ BROOKLYN 

DEVELOPMENT

Johannesburg (Head Office)
Tel: (011) 548 4000  Fax: (011) 465 1439

Block B, Little Fourways Office Park,
1 Leslie Avenue East, Cnr William Nicol Drive,

Fourways 

Pretoria
Tel: (012) 991 8191 Fax: (012) 991 8807

Block B, Old Farm Office Park,
881 Old Farm Road, Faerie Glen

PO Box 67922, Bryanston, 2021

pentad@pentadqs.co.za

www.pentadqs.co.za

take on the building’s design philosophy. The facades consist of a 
combination of rendered facades with an altered rhythm of vertical 
fenestration that will be protected with sun screening. The building 
colours reflect a soft natural palette with exposed concrete finishes 
to the buildings base that would add texture and interest to the 
facades.An internal glazed & landscaped atrium was created inside 
the new building in order to allow the maximum natural light to 
filtrate through the deep office space which contributes greatly to the 
internal ambiance and general work atmosphere in the building.

The building will incorporate sun screening in order to allow the 
maximum amount of internal natural light into the building while 
simultaneously protecting the office space from direct sunlight and 
heat build-up in the building. The building was designed without 
the conventional use of palisades as a security deterrent, and will 
therefore have a welcoming and “open” feel to the project. The 
project however, as a quality office development, will have 24 hour 
security on site which will be able to make use of a variety of security 
measures which will consist of “hidden” electrical fencing, security 
surveillance cameras and security beams. The security installation 
would therefore be unobtrusive but will make use of the very latest 
state of the art surveillance equipment.

This project components & finishes have been specified to ensure 
that local products and skills were specified and utilised on site. 
Fenestrations to the building are protected in order to prevent heat 
build-up inside the office areas which greatly reduces the energy 
required for cooling the building. Energy efficient lighting & fittings 
were specified throughout the development in order to ensure that 
the energy consumption of the building is as eco-friendly as possible.

One of the many challenges on this project is the extremely restricted 
space available on site in order to create areas where building 
materials can be delivered. The delivery & coordination of material 
delivery to site therefore has to be meticulously planned on a day to 
day basis. The project is approximately 2800m2 in size and consists of 
two levels of basement parking that will in future be linked to some 
of the neighbouring developments in order to ensure flexibility in the 
parking and basement access.

The development cost of the building is in the region of 50 million 
rand. The project was started in November 2010 and will be 
completed in December 2011.  

Westcape Villas is a Cape Town Community Housing 
Company (CTChC) project. Gap housing is designed for 
buyers who earn too much to qualify for government 
housing subsidies but can’t afford to buy on the broader 
market. The gap housing market consists of people who 
typically earn between r3 500 and r10 000 a month, 
which is too little to enable them to participate in the 
private property market, yet too much to qualify for state 

WESTCAPE VILLAS 
VIllaGE
A Mitchells Plain Gap Housing Development Project

assistance. Westcape Villas fulfil a 
crucial need in the housing market for 
households with combined incomes 
of up to r15 000.

The idea is to build quality houses and at 
the same time develop strong communities. 
CTCHC is particularly proud that it delivers 
quality homes on time. It’s very important to 
CTCHC that there is community involvement 
in the developments, and that a relationship 
is maintained with all the clients. This 
includes offering financial guidance, advice 
on maintaining homes and keeping in touch 
with the communities helped to develop. 

The neighbourhood has a wide range of 
different house types which were designed 
to maximise on northern orientation for 
sunlight. The houses are arranged in relation 
to the street to make a friendly urban 
environment so that children can play in 
the streets and people to feel comfortable 
walking.  The entrance steeps and low walls 
also contribute to a human scaled urban 
environment.  A landscaped pedestrian path 
threads through the houses and there is a 
park and play area for recreational use. 

The houses are all approximately 50 square 
metres, to make them affordable and to fit 
them on the small sites. Each house type 
maximises the potential space in relation to 
the configuration of each site. Although the 
footprint is small, they are positioned on 
the site and the roofs are designed to allow 
additions to be easily built.  Some of the 
houses are double storeys with mezzanine 
upstairs areas which allow maximum use 
of the gardens on the small sites. There are 
also double storey row houses to be sold as 
sectional title with shared outside space, 
thus giving different ownership options.
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The construction is simple plastered brick cavity walls with tiled 
roofs.  This construction is based on the Cape vernacular which 
is appropriate for the climate and easy to build.  The cavity walls 
prevent damp problems.  Bricks have been used, which have 
superior properties to blocks.

The main security feature is the relationship of the houses to 
the streets.  By designing the houses to be close to the street 
edge and to have windows looking onto the street, with low 
walls, crime will be reduced through good surveillance by the 
community.  The low walls should encourage people to sit on 
them and pass the time of day, this presence on the street should 
also reduce crime.

The houses are north facing to allow latent heat gain in winter 
through north facing windows and doors. The roofs are tiled which 
reduces heat gain in summer and heat loss in winter. The ceilings 
are insulated to reduce heat gain and loss. The masonry cavity 
walls with medium sized windows are also good at moderating 
extreme heat and cold in summer and winter.

Westcape Villas Village follows on the successful handover of 
CTCHC project Morgan’s Village III, where 341 homeowners took 
possession of their new houses. Morgan’s Village III recently 
received an award from the South African Housing Foundation 
for being the best national project providing homes costing more 
than R120 000.  

Project ProfilesProperty

The Waterfall Business 
Estate, located within the 
upmarket Waterfall Lifestyle 
Development is strategically 
positioned between the 
Allandale and Woodmead 
interchanges on both sides of 
the n1 highway in Gauteng. 
Closing the gap between 
Midrand, Woodmead and 
Sunninghill, the Waterfall 
Lifestyle Development & 
Business Estate is set to 

transform the entire area 
into a leading commercial 
and residential growth node. 
Spanning predominantly 3 
suburbs, the Business Estate 
which falls on a total of 
approximately 330ha of prime 
land, enjoys the rights for 
retail, offices, hotel, industrial 
and mixed use development. 

Atterbury Property, the highly 
esteemed property and 
Development Company, with 

an impressive national and 
international track record of 
developing, investing and managing 
blue chip properties, has been 
selected to develop in excess of 
1, 4 million square metres in the 
Waterfall Business Estate over the 
next 10-15 years.

It was during 2008, that Atterbury 
secured exclusive commercial and 
business development rights from 
the Waterfall Islamic Institute to 
develop approximately the 1.4 
million square metre estate.  The 

The Waterfall City the 
biggest development in 
South africa
One of the biggest single developments of its kind may 
change the face of Johannesburg.

A3 ARCHITECTS (PTY) LTD
Proud architects of the Woodmead LP20 Office Building 
within the Waterfall Office Park Development.

VISCOUNT ROAD OFFICE PARK, Block C, Unit 11,  First Floor, 
8 Viscount Road, Bedfordview

Tel: 0860 A3ARCH or 011 615 6742
FFax: 011 615 6742  

www.a3architects.co.za  

A3 Architects is a Registered Member of SAIA (PA2226).
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overall private deal, orchestrated and concluded by Atterbury, 
is said to be one of the largest property deals, in both size and 
value, to be concluded in South Africa. In developing the business 
and commercial portions of the Waterfall Lifestyle Development, 
Atterbury will create a complete city centre that is almost the size 
of the Sandton CBD. 

Waterfall Business Estate has been planned using the latest urban 
design principles.  It essentially will be an exclusive modern, 
self sufficient eco-friendly precinct controlled by independent 

STEVE JASPAN AND ASSOCIATES cc

Is a professional Town and Regional
Planning firm geared to serving the
needs of the rapidly changing South
Africa. The firm originally started in

1973. Although based in Gauteng we
have undertaken assignments
throughout Southern Africa.

The firm provides a comprehensive
range of planning services tailored to
the specific needs of a wide range of

clients.

Contact details:
Tel: +27 11 728 0042
Website: www.sja.co.za
Email: steve@sja.co.za

STEVE JASPAN:Layout 1  5/9/11  14:01  Page 1
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Bham Tayob Khan & Matunda (BTKM) was established in 1984, during which a varied range 
of projects have been successfully completed. Our Practice has developed embryonically and 
is now represented in all major cities in South Africa as well as internationally.

BTKM offers its client a wide range of professional Quantity Surveying Services and have 
worked on a wide spectrum of project types, i.e. airport upgrades, hotels, office buildings, 
residential accommodation, shopping centres, sports stadia, railway stations and other 
complex projects.

The practice has won several awards including the coveted PMR awards for the period 
2004-2009.

Unit 17, Centra Office Park
257 Jean Avenue
Centurrion

P. O. Box 930090
Eldopark
0166

Tel: +27 12 664 6245
Fax: +27 12 664 6204
leon@btkpta.co.za

Proud to be associated with the waterfall city develoPment

management companies responsible 
for ensuring essential services.  
Architectural guidelines have been 
developed in consultation with 
a team of leading professional 
consultants, architects, urban 
designers and landscape architects 
to ensure that investors, owners and 
tenants have flexibility, diversity of 
choice whilst ensuring the overall 
aesthetic harmony and maintenance 
of the highest standards within 
Waterfall Business Estate.  The 
use of natural materials such as 
wood, stone, glass and concrete 
will be encouraged not only will 
it be low maintenance but will 
blend in harmoniously with the 
striking indigenous landscape.  The 
emphasis of Waterfall Business 
Estate will be to provide tenants 
with state of the art accommodation 
in the best location with optimal 
access. 

Waterfall Business Estate is focused 
on 12 separate pieces of land. A 
traffic master plan was prepared 
which informed the individual 

impact studies applicable to 
each land parcel.  Excluding the 
massive upgrading of the Allandale 
interchange.  Atterbury alone are 
spending an estimated R300 million 
on upgrading the road network 
system which forms part of the 
Waterfall Business Estate.

The Waterfall Islamic Institute 
(“WII”) is the registered owner 
of the land. WII does not allow 
for property to be transferred or 
any third party ownership of their 
land. As a result, Atterbury secured 
a 99-year land lease agreement. 
The tenure of this land lease is 
automatically renewed for another 
99-year period every 3 years. 
Atterbury can at any stage decide 
to alienate these rights by either 
a cession of the above land lease 
agreement or by means of a sub-
lease with a prospective client. 
This method of alienation does not 
attract any transfer fees and/or 
duties. The land lease agreement is 
duly registered at the Deeds Office 
and as a result all major commercial 

banks will fund transactions of this 
nature as they are able to register 
mortgage bonds over land leases.

A market study conducted to 
assess the viability of the entire 
development discovered the 
following:
• Midrand represents third 

largest office node in 
Greater Johannesburg after 
Johannesburg CBD and Sandton

• The take up rate for offices in 
Midrand is the second highest 
after Sandton

• One of the fastest growing 
nodes in South Africa

• Part of the most affluent sector 
in Johannesburg with majority 
of households being in the LSM 
category of 7 – 10

Atterbury Property which is known 
for developing, investing and 
managing blue chip properties can 
be expected to deliver a world class 
property development service in a 
thriving property market over the 
next 10-15 years. 
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Enliten was established 
in 1990 with an 
initial focus on 
the domestic, 
comprising mainly of 

maintenance work and 
small installations, In 1992, 

expansion into the Construction 
Industry resulted in growth and 

exposure to (High Tension) and LT (Low 
Tension) reticulation. 11kV switchgear and mini sub 
installations. Design and supply also formed 
part of our services on various projects. 
Enliten has earned a reputation for 
quality and service excellence over 
the past 20 years with numerous 
projects having been undertaken 

in the Industrial, 
Commercial and 

Residential 
sectors.

ContaCts:
58 Frere Road, 
Kensington B
Randburg, 2014
P.O.Box 4179, Dainfern, 2055

tel: +27 11 326 3013
Fax: +27 11 326 2880

www.enliten.co.za

Residential

industRial

CommeRCial

Proud to be AssociAted with the 
MAboneng Precinct Project
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The Maboneng precinct, a name that means 
place of light, is a privately developed precinct 
on the Eastern Side of johannesburg City. The 
precinct is fast becoming a cultural centre within 
johannesburg City with the area being home to 
the award winning development, arts on Main. 
The second development, Main Street life, is a 
unique residential building combining creative 
workshop, exhibition & events spaces with 
apartments. During the year 2011various other 
developments shall emerge in the precinct, 
up to five new developments are expected to 
emerge.

Propertuity, the development company behind the 
Maboneng Precinct, is committed creating mixed-use 
buildings that offer alternative lifestyles, workspaces 
and retail outlets. The company has contributed 
substantially to the regeneration efforts in and around 
the Johannesburg Inner city and continues to do so with 
its current developments.  In 2008, Managing Director 
and developer, Jonathan Liebmann, purchased the old 
DF Corlett Construction Offices and warehouses and 
worked with architect Enrico Daffonchio on converting 
them into the space that is now Arts on Main. 

One of Propertuity’s main emphases is placing 
importance to environmental design. At Arts on 
Main, and in other developments, the developer and 
architects ensure that as much of the original building 
features were maintained and existing building materials 
were used as much as possible in the process.

The developments in the Precinct form part of a greater 
vision to create a unique conceptual mixed use hub in 
the Eastern CBD. 

The regeneration efforts go beyond developing old 
buildings in that the developer has a strategic focus on 
engaging and uplifting the community. The company has 
placed a strong focus on the creation of lifestyle spaces 
for members of the community as well as encouraged 
support for existing businesses in the surrounding areas. 

Subsequently, Propertuity has formed partnerships with 
community initiatives and continues to work on projects 
that involve securing and lighting the streets as well as 
improving the transport systems to and from the area. 

MaBonEnG  prECInCT
The Place of Light
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In this fourth issue of the magazine, we took a look 
at specific developers in the Builder’s Industry who 
were spearheading projects that were brilliant from 
an engineering perspective but were also key to 
meeting a desperate need of affordable housing. 
One such developer is the Mine Citi, Group of 
Companies. Mine Citi is a focussed building solutions 
company with a human face. The company is people 
oriented with a strong emphasis on integrity, driven 
by excellence with the ultimate goal of being 
innovative in diverse building solutions in order to 
maximise the ROI on projects for its shareholders. 

Mine Citi Group of Companies was established 
in 2009 with a view to meet the demand in the 
affordable housing sector. Mining Houses need to 
comply with the Mining Charter to improve Housing 
and Living Conditions. According to Director Johan 
Griessel, “We realised that there is a huge demand 
and a need to provide affordable housing in the 
mining sector. Subsequently we have focussed on 
two sectors namely; affordable housing and high 
density residential developments.” 

Affordable Housing Focus

There is a huge demand and a need to provide 
affordable housing with selling price between R250, 
000 and R500, 000. This covers the income bracket 
between R3, 500 and R8, 500. It started with the 
conversion and development of an old vacant Mine 
Hostel into a 500 unit Residential Estate and the 
acquisition of an old mining town for development 
into 1 600 affordable houses. The demand and 
backlog for the affordable sector is more b y 600 
000 units currently. This demand is supported by the 
Department of Human Settlements various charters 
and growing middle class to provide the backlog 
of about 2 million houses overall. Constructing 
an affordable house requires a unique set of 
approaches and skills making such a development 
more complex than normal. The development of 
affordable housing is the core business of Mine Citi 
and Mine Citi is ideally suited to fulfil this role. Mine 
Citi manages the complete process of an affordable 
housing development from land identification, 

marketing, funding, design, construction, sales, 
home owner education to property management.

Residential High Density 
Developments

Mine Citi has identified several areas for residential 
high density developments in Mpumalanga, 
Northern Free State, East Rand and Gauteng. This 
includes the Vila Valy Estate in Springs. The project 
consists of building 500 affordable housing units 
by converting and renovating old structures and 
building new ones up to three storeys. 

Completed projects by Mine Citi include Pine Creek 
which was a development 18 affordable units of 
49.2 square metres each to add to the housing need 
in Piet Retief. 

The Maboneng Precinct

Also currently lined up is the Maboneng Precinct 
Project which includes developments of Main 
Change and Revolution House. Maboneng means, 
“Place of Light.” This is a privately developed 
Precinct fast becoming a cultural centre in the City 
of Johannesburg. 

Accreditation

Mine Citi are accredited by Space Frame 2000 and 
AGREMENT South Africa as Developer in alternative 
building methods. Space Frame 2000 is accredited 
with Agrement as an alternative building system. 
The certificate can be viewed at the AGRÉMENT 
South Africa website. 

For more information on Mine Citi Group of 
Companies visit www.mineciti.com or contact 

Johan Griessel on Mobile 084 657 5302. 

Mine Citi
Creating Affordable Housing

We are proud to be appointed and associated 
with the Maboneng Precinct Project as 

Space Frame Installer. Mine Citi constructed 
all new internal walls for the Main Change 
and Revolution House with Space Frame 

as an alternate and Green Building method. 
More details and a video on Space Frame is 
available on our website under About us or 

via the following link:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZlZy_vOoBYM

Mine Citi Structures - Installer  
Contact person: Johan Griessel  

Mobile: 084 657 5302   
Space Frame 2000 – Supplier  
Contact person: Pepi Gaspari   

Mobile: 082 410 1569  
Website: www.mineciti.com

Building constructed with Space Frame

Affordable Housing Property Developer

Revolution House
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Affordable Housing Property Developer

arts on Main
245 Main Street, 
Johannesburg

Arts on Main, is the hub for 
Johannesburg’s creative community 
to develop and share ideas. Arts 
on Main, offers multiple creative 
experiences in one venue. Features 
include a restaurant, event and 
exhibition spaces, a rooftop bar as 
well as galleries and retail outlets. 
Developed in a newly converted 
early 1900s bonded warehouse, 
Arts on Main preserves the 
historical aspects of the building and 
contributes to the Johannesburg 
CBD’s urban regeneration. Arts on 
Main, has proved its success, not 
only as a cultural centre, but as an 
events venue hosting a range of 
concerts, exhibitions, conferences 
and events. This year, Arts on Main 
has launched the Market on Main, a 
weekly food and design market that 
takes place every Sunday from 10am 
to 3pm.

Main Street Life
286 Fox Street, 
Johannesburg

Main Street Life, Propertuity’s 
second development, is a mixed 
use building with a unique blend 
of commercial, residential, 
workshop, exhibition and event 
venues focused on becoming a 
hub for Johannesburg’s young 
creative community to develop 
and share ideas. Main Street Life 
offers multiple creative experiences 
in one venue. Features include a 
restaurant, a performing arts centre 
and theatre venue, an independent 
cinema, coffee shop, restaurant, 5 
workshop and exhibition venues, a 
rooftop bar, event spaces as well as 
an Art Hotel. 

Main Street Life is primarily a 
residential building comprised of 
single, double & penthouse open 
plan apartments available for 

rental or purchase. All residents of 
Main Street Life become automatic 
members of the membership 
program which gives members 
access to a range of facilities and 
services in the Precinct. Main Street 
Life management facilitates & 
encourages collaboration between 
some of its impressive members of 
the cultural community and offers 
free workshop and exhibition spaces 
for produced work to be showcased.

Main Street Life events venues 
include the Entrance Gallery, 
Courtyard and a triple volume 
private space. The Main Street Life 
Rooftop boasts a 360 degree view 
of the city and a viewing deck. 
Commercial Spaces are also hired 
out on an events basis.

Fox Street Studios
Corner Fox & Kruger 
Streets

Fox Street Studios will house four 
open plan live and work studios 
(200SQM, including balconies) 
with a double volume penthouse 
apartment. All studios will have 
designer fittings. 

The Main Change
Corner Main & Kruger 
Streets

The Main Change will house 
alternative office spaces for 
small to medium entrepreneurial 
enterprises. Full floors of office 
space as well as co-working space 
will be available. The AWETHU 
foundation and Propertuity have 
already taken occupation. Features 
of the building will include double 
glazed windows, a health food cafe 
and an inner city retreat, “Cocoon”.

With these and other exciting 
developments to come, The 
Maboneng Precinct is becoming one 
of the most exciting destinations in 
Johannesburg city.  
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In architecture, especially 
when it comes to a company’s 
identity, first impressions are 
every¬thing. At first glance, 
the space or building in which 
a business occupies tells a lot 
about the business itself and 
the people that work within 
it. Occupied by Cliffe Decker 
hofmeyr, 1 protea place is an 
iconic structure that reflects 
the law firm’s progressive 
brand identity.

Although 1 Protea Place was 
designed predominantly for long 
term value for the developer 
Zenprop, the needs of Cliffe Decker 
Hofmeyr were also a major design 
consideration. As a result, the 
building now provides the best 
possible solution to the tenant’s 
specific requirements. “The 
intention of the design team was 
to deliver a contemporary building 
with crisp, clean lines, for both 
parties,” says Korina Holley, project 
architect, Paragon Architects. 

1 Protea Place consists of seven 
parking levels, of which five are 
underground, and nine office 
levels which rise above the 
visible parking podium. “The 
basic footprint of the building is 
composed of two towers enclosing 
a central atrium, set atop the 
heavier base of the parking 
levels. The central atrium has 
east and west facing glass walls. 
The eastern atrium wall opens 
up over a water feature, allowing 
pedestrians to enter the building 
by crossing the water surface.” 
Korina continues: “The internal 
atrium admits generous amounts 
of natural light into the building 

and its office plates and provides 
active awareness of both the 
interior and exterior environments 
of the building.” Thus, a very open 
and airy feel is created within 
the offices. The atrium wall of 
the southern tower rakes out 
towards the centre of the atrium, 
and adds a dramatic effect to the 
otherwise rational composition of 
the two towers. “Strip skylights in 
the atrium roof provide an ever 
changing play of light within the 
atrium volume. The two towers 
are connected by link bridges 
spanning across the atrium space. 
The towers are covered by a large 
floating roof that soars over the 
eastern entrance façade,” explains

Korina. The west façade of the 
north tower and the east façade 
of the south tower form a 
combi¬nation of the light see-
through glazed faces and the 
solid M1, and concrete, elements. 
According to Korina, the solid 
strips are randomly interspersed 
with vertical strip windows setting 
up a dynamic relationship between 
the elements. “The material choice 
for the solid strips on the west 
façade of the north tower and the 
east façade of the south tower 
went through a long development 
process but our choice of material 
ended up being a panel made 
up of M1, an organic composite 
material con¬sisting of a mineral 
crystal base and a water-based 
acrylic resin.” The floors and 
columns are cast con¬crete and 
the façade comprises of glass and 
M1 panels in a curtain wall system. 

The primary massing of the 
building is articulated through 
the use of a limited material 

1 proTEa plaCE
Reflecting a brand’s identity through architecture

palette giving due prominence to the sculptural effects of 
the architecture. The facades are shaped according to their 
orientation and function as an integral part of the building. The 
main form of the building is light and glazed, contradicted by a 
solid sculptural off-shutter concrete tower in the South West. 
“To en¬hance the sculptural massing of the building, glazed 
facades are expressed as one mass with as little differentiation 
between the vision and span¬drel panel as possible. Being 
exposed, the glass has to comply with strict performance 
figures. Thus the choice of glazing became a very impor¬tant 
decision and the final choice of a blue grey low e glass by 
Guardian was based on many stringent criteria,” says Korina.

A new way of applying M1 – a first in SA

M1 was used as a unitised façade cladding element on the 1 
Protea Place development. “This is the first time in South Africa 
where this material has been used in this application,” says 
Korina. 

She continues: “The lightness and versatility of¬fered by the M1 
material makes it an ideal façade cladding material. The pre-
moulded M1 panels are fixed into the unitised façade cladding 
system, purely as a decorative element.”

M1 has many unique properties contributing to its strength, 
durability, weight to strength ratio, non-toxicity, ease 
of manufacture and its ability to comply with the test 
requirements of the con¬struction industry, specifically those 
in regard to performance in fire and under impact. Another 
benefit is its low toxicity both in its component parts and in its 
manufacturing process, making it a ‘greener’ product than most 
conventional clad¬ding materials.

“The actual material has been used quite exten¬sively around 
the country in the form of mouldings for casinos as well as for 
sculptural purposes. We are thus assured of its performance 
and ability to withstand weathering. Both architects and 
developers are very excited about the product as any shape or 
material can be emulated by the M1 – which opens up a lot of 
design opportunities for the future. Due to its superior quality 
and more environmentally friendly quality to glass reinforced 
concrete (GRC), the manufacturers are expecting M1 to replace 
most GRC applica¬tions used extensively in tall buildings 
around the world,” adds Korina. 

Designing for offices

Designing an office space is different to designing a shopping 
mall or hotel. One needs to consider the function of the space 
and how the building will be well suited to its purpose. “As one 
of the tenant’s requirements, the floors for the office building, 
and the shape of the office plates, needed to be designed to 
provide the tenant with flexible, and efficient, space planning 
in terms of combining cellular offices and open plan seating. 

Project ProfilesProject Profiles
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This is achieved by having large 
open spans between columns and 
providing flexible glazing modules 
for cellular office configura¬tions. 
Service co-ordination between 
all the electrical and mechanical 
requirements in an office building 
is a major part in the design and 
often has design implications,” says 
Korina.

Not only does the flexible space 
planning and service co-ordination 
aide in creating a good working 
environment for the employees, but 
other facilities within the building, 
also contribute to a happy work 
force. Employees can eat at the 
canteen which opens up into a 
common internal atrium space and 
external deck or they can enjoy a 
drink after a hard day’s work on the 
eighth floor bar, which opens up 
onto an external balcony. Meeting 
rooms, amongst other facilities 
provided, are also available.

A splash of natural colour

The interior palette has been 
chosen carefully to add warmth to 
the environment. “Natural colours 
and materials in the tiles, timber 
wall cladding and details are offset 
against the clean glazed lines of 
the atrium. The close relationship 
between the ar¬chitecture and the 
interior finishing is carried through 
to the detailing, furnishing, fittings 
and artworks, to create a seamless 
whole with care¬fully chosen points 
of drama and interest. The in¬ternal 
palette of materials is corporate yet 
warm and non-clinical in contrast 
to the clean modern exterior of 
the building, reflecting the tenant’s 
progressive identity,” explains 
Korina.

The exterior palette is grey based 
with the dark grey M1 panels, 
the off-shutter wall and the blue 
grey glass on the remainder of the 
façades.

Dedication 
overcomes 
challenges

The process 
of building a 
development 
always comes 
with its 
challenges, 
and resulting 
solutions. 
“The site 
being so tight 
provided many 
challenges. 
The restricted 
access and 
movement of 
materials into 
and out of 
the site was a 
determining 
limiting 
factor in the 
construction 

sequence of the under¬ground 
portions of the building. This 
program¬ming and sequencing 
decision had an extensive impact on 
the sequence of architectural and 
other design work. The very tight 
programme was another challenge 
– Murray and Roberts had one and a 
half years to complete the building. 
The building was com¬pleted 
on time due to a very dedicated 
site team and a well organised 
programme,” says Korina.

Location, Location, 
Location

Occupying a prominent site in 
Sandton, the re¬quired 16 000m2 
of accommodation had to fit onto a 
very tight and restrictive site, which 
proved to be the most challenging 
requirement of the client’s brief. 
“The shape of the site became the 
main design driver with regards 
to determining the shape of  the 
building. In order to accommodate 
the neces¬sary size, the building’s 
footprint needed to take on the 
shape of the site to maximise on 
coverage. The design of the building 
has successfully utilised the site to 
its full extent, yet still provides a lot 
of light and greenery. The resulting 
building appears to be a self-evident 
planning solution, without seeming 
like it has been forced into a tight 
space,” explains Korina.

Going green

With local architectural trends now 
pointing in the ‘green’ direction, 
architects on the 1 Protea Place also 
contributed to the ‘going green’ 
movement.

“The design team in conjunction 
with the developer, who had an 
interest in the building being 
designed as ‘green’ as possible, 
have endeavoured to incor¬porate 
as many ‘green’ elements into the 
building as were financially feasible. 
The main elements included solar 

Proud ProFESSIoNAL TEAM MEMBEr @ 1 ProTEA PLAcE 

100A Sandton Drive, Parkmore  
P.O. Box 273 Fourways 2055  

   Tel: +27 11 784 5221 • Fax: +27 11 784 5227  
Email: orion001@icon.co.za  

Email: kmcpherson@orionpm.co.za  

Website: www.orion001.co.za  

hot water (solar panels on the 
roof will gen¬erate the building’s 
hot water); evaporative cool¬ing 
in the atrium to control the air 
temperature and the glass which 
was used extensively on the façades 
is a low e glass with some of the 
best performance figures of any low 
e glass type. Other ways in which 
we went ‘green’ include: the top 
basement levels being designed 
to allow for natural ventilation; 

the office plates being designed to 
allow as much light in and views 
out as possible; using M1 clad¬ding 
material – which has a low toxicity 
both in its component parts and 
in its manufacturing process; 
occupancy sensing; double-glazing 
to vision panels and roof insulation,” 
says Korina.

An interesting structure

“Its prominent shape and material 
palette makes 1 Protea Place 
one of the most iconic structures 
in Sandton. The glass and M1 
panels are ever-changing in their 
appearance, depending on the 
light angle and every façade has 
a unique feature making it an 
interesting structure viewed from all 
directions,” concludes Korina.   

Project ProfilesProject Profiles
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Green park Sandton is a mixed 
use development set in the 
very heart of Sandton. It is 
the first urban environmental 
lifestyle development to grow 
out of the vibrant commercial 
capital of Sandton. Green 
park Sandton is an expression 
of modern urban lifestyle as 
conceptualized by the lushaka 
Group. It is a state of the art 
community hub of exclusive 
commercial, residential and 
retail facilities. The driving 

theme at Green park Sandton 
is the philosophy modelled 
by an exclusive urban lifestyle 
where environmental 
responsibility and 
sustainability are key factors.

Lushaka Investments is a family run 
business that places an emphasis on 
quality accommodation and value 
for money above all else. Lushaka 
Investments is the development arm 
of the Lushaka Group of companies. 
Since 2006 Lushaka Investments has 
focused mainly on developing high 
rise luxury apartments. It’s most 

successful and recognizable are 
the Amazonas and Sunset Towers 
buildings in Morningside. Lushaka 
Construction, one of the Lushaka 
Group’s subsidiaries, has over a 
period of 40 years, successfully 
demonstrated its capabilities 
in delivering on many diverse 
construction projects, from building 
state-of-the-art hospitals to high rise 
apartments. Lushaka is recognized 
as a leading building company in 
Gauteng.

Project ProfilesProject Profiles

Green park Sandton is being 
developed in three phases as 
below:
1. Phase 1 is the Commercial 

Office Tower which was 
completed in 2010

2. Phase 2 is Residential 
Apartment Buildings; Bush 
Willow & Fig Tree, Pullman 
Hotel, Classic Virgin Active 
Fitness Centre to be completed 
by 2nd Quarter 2013.

3. Phase 3 which is the final phase 
is the Residential Apartment 
Buildings; Acacia & Fever Tree 

to be completed in 2nd Quarter 
2015

For this fantastic mixed use and Go 
Green innovation, energy saving 
has been at the forefront of the 
Lushaka Group as depicted through 
the design and development. The 
Lushaka Group entire Go Green 
philosophy adopted on this project 
is woven around the principles 
of sustainable existence. The 
development is aiming at achieving 
Green Star rating throughout the 
project, and is currently applying for 
Green Star rating for its commercial 

building through the Green Building 
Council of South Africa.

20 Storey Office Tower

Launched end of the year 2010, 
the elegant styled 20 storey Office 
Tower and future World Trade 
Centre, is a one stop complete 
business solution. Designed using 
sustainable building technologies, 
these AAA+ offices are graced with 
immaculate office finishing: each 
floor has private lobbies, fully fitted 
kitchens, luxurious bathrooms, 
double glazed windows, low impact 

Greenpark Sandton 
redefines city living
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temperature control, energy 
efficient lighting, soundproofing 
and accelerated elevators. There 
is a full concierge service, 2 floors 
of abundant parking, restaurants, 

cafes, and roof-top conferencing 
facilities enable residents to conduct 
business without having to leave the 
complex.

Office Tower will be home to top-
tier companies and industry leaders 
and offers a unique combination 
of office space on one mixed use 
complex. High tech communications 
infrastructure, full cleaning service 
and on site security to ensure the 
seamless running of this elegant 
high rise, allowing residents and 
their guests to get on with their 
business uninterrupted.

Bush Willow

Bush Willow apartments, promises 
a five-star lifestyle for buyers; this 
20 storey residence follows the 
principles of modern minimalist 
design. With only 4 apartments per 
floor, reserved parking and state-of-
the art security, residents will have 
absolute privacy. Primarily 2 and 3 
bedroom apartments Bush Willow 
aims to attract both corporate and 
owner-occupier buyers. Investors 
also have the opportunity of putting 
their fully furnished apartments into 
The Green Park Pullman hotel rental 
pool. The generously proportioned 
apartments include large balconies, 
high ceilings, large sliding doors, 
temperature control air conditioning 
and decadent designer kitchens 
with gas hob and ovens, water 
purification systems and a full range 
of futuristic appliances. 

Fig Tree

Tailored for the investor buyer 
these spacious 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments of the Fig Tree tower 
offer a five-star lifestyle to residents. 
The apartments spaciously designed 
between 120 square metres and 
228 square metres creating a 
flowing space between all the living 
areas. These luxurious apartments 
are geared for maximum energy 
efficiency with gas hobs and 

oven, energy reduction lighting 
and temperature control. The 
beautifully finished interiors feature 
high ceilings, energy reducing 
temperature control air conditioning 
and decadent designer kitchens 
with gas hobs and ovens, water 
purification systems and a full range 
of futuristic appliances.

Acacia

The famous acacia forests of sub-
tropical Africa are the inspiration 
of this dramatic architectural 
statement. The hallmark building is 
designed around an indigenous sky 
garden that runs through the centre 
of the building. Some exceptional 
apartments have direct views 
onto this landscaped garden set 
between the 9th and 12th floors. 
The generous proportions of these 
2 to 4 bedroom apartments create 
a perfect blend of spacious comfort 
and city apartment convenience. 
High ceilings and sumptuous finishes 
are standard features of these 
voluminous apartments.

Fever Tree

Fever Tree is a celebration of 
contemporary comfort, with double 
volume ceilings, spacious living 
areas, state of the art integrated 
appliances in the connoisseur 
kitchens and high quality finishes. 
This apartment building is the 
ultimate in urban lifestyle.

The theme of green living is 
carried through to the indigenous 
rooftop garden, entertainment and 
swimming area.

The lushaka Green park 
Sandton development has the 
following feature partners:

1. WORLD TRADE CENTRE:

Green Park Sandton have secured 
the license for the Gauteng World 
Trade Centre (WTC). The objective of 

the World Trade Centre Association 
(WTCA) and Mochran (the Sub 
Saharan African licencee holders) 
is to achieve a 1%, or 70,000 USD 
increase in Africa’s GDP. 

The WTCA is a non political, 
non profit, private organisation, 
aimed at enhancing peace and 
prosperity by assisting people to 
trade internationally with less 
expense and greater efficiency. 
WTC’s are recognised as catalysts 
for international trade and are 
specifically designed to service their 
own areas, providing all necessary 
facilities under one roof. With WTC’s 
in 300 cities, 90 countries, with 
over 750 000 affiliated companies 
worldwide, they provide access 
to information, contacts, bringing 
people together in a global 
economy. 

“My vision for the WTCA is to have 
WTC’s in every city in the world, to 
create one world in which people 
will work together, trade together, 
use technology to create for 
themselves a world of peace and 
prosperity.” Guy Tozzoli President 
WTCA, Nobel Peace Prize Nominee.

2. MIELE

Based on previous experience, 
Lushaka chose Miele to partner 
them in terms of an appliance 
contract for over 3 400 appliances, 
including the full Miele range, 
from ovens, to hobs, dishwashers, 
refrigerator/freezers, coffee 
machines and washing machines. 
Combining a life expectancy of 20 
years with ultra-low consumption 
of electricity, water and detergents, 
these appliances ensure the lowest 
possible impact on the environment. 
This makes Miele the ideal partner 
for this prestigious development. 

3. VIRGIN ACTIVE

Phase II of the development will 
include a Classic Virgin Active Gym

4. DATA CENTRE

Green Park features a dedicated 
basement data centre, that meets 
all the requirements including 
temperature and humidity control, 
uninterrupted power supply, fire 
protection and prevention, access 
control and security. The raised 
data centre floor ensures optimum 
energetic functioning of the 
temperature control system. Having 
one dedicated centre translates 
to energy savings, by leveraging 
off one temperature and humidity 
controlling system as opposed to 
companies each installing dedicated 
systems on their floors. The Green 
Park data centre also provides a 
well populated ‘meet me room’, as 
well as connection to Seacom, the 
privately owned and operated pan-
African ICT enabler that is driving 
the development of the African 
internet.

5. HOTEL

The Pullman Hotel is part of the 
Accor Group. Since its founding, 
this leading hotel operator has 
constantly innovated to provide 
people around the world with high-
quality, value creating products in 
hotels and services. Accor has 15 
years expertise in environmental 
quality issues, and through its Earth 
Guest policy founded on 8 priorities, 
is committed to growing the well-
being of the earth’s populations 
(EGO) and to preserving the 
planet’s resources (ECO). Hence 
an ideal partner in the Green Park 
development.

The Pullman Hotel is due for 
completion in 2013 and shall offer 
5 star accommodation including 
270 rooms complete with designer 
suites, conferencing facilities, 
business centre, spa and health 
emporium, bar and a fine dining 
restaurant.

Green Park Sandton is a peaceful 
retreat within this commercial 
capital, commanding spectacular 
views of skyscrapers; spacious 
suburban gardens and the 
Magaliesburg Mountains in the 
distance.  
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a new r20-million luxury lodge 
is to be built at the Maputo 
Elephant reserve in southern 
Mozambique, boosting plans for 
cross-border tourism between 
kwaZulu-natal and Mozambique.

 The new lodge will be built in the 
northern part of the Maputo Elephant 
Reserve – currently home to 330 
elephants – close to Inhaca Island and 
the Maputo Marine Protected Area.

The new lodge will be built at Ponta 
Chemucane about 50 km north of the 
KZN border post at Kosi Bay.

The concession for the 30-bed 
lodge has been awarded to the Bell 
Foundation in the United States, in 
partnership with local community 
group Ahi Zamene Chemucane.

The development forms part of the 
Lubumbo transfrontier conservation 
agreement that was signed between 
South Africa, Swaziland and 
Mozambique to stimulate economic 
development and boost tourism for all 
three countries.

Border fences within the transfrontier 
park have been removed to allow 
wildlife to freely migrate within the 
park.

The new lodge will be built in the 
northern part of the Maputo Elephant 
Reserve – currently home to 330 
elephants – close to Inhaca Island and 
the Maputo Marine Protected Area.

About half of the herds in the Reserve 
were originally kept in the Tembe 
Elephant Reserve after elephants were 
increasingly being injured or killed 
by warring factions of Frelimo and 
Renamo.

r20m new game lodge 
in Mozambique

Project ProfilesProject Profiles

Eventually it is hoped that KZN’s 
Ndumo and Tembe reserves will 
be linked to the Maputo Elephant 
Reserve and that the old migration 
routes used by elephants will be 
restored along a natural corridor 
between the different countries.

The Ahi Zamene Chemucane 
community will hold a 40% stake in 
the reserve with the Bell Foundation 
owning the balance. Apart from the 
new lodge, the reserve will provide 
camping sites and self-catering, 
permanent tents within the reserve.  

park to service the needs 
of new industries south 
of johannesburg

The majority of growth 
in johannesburg has 
traditionally been focused 
to the north, east and west 
of the city. over recent 
years, with improvements 
in highway access, the 
south of johannesburg has 

experienced significant growth 
in suburbs such as Glenvista, 
Mulbarton, Bassonia, and 
oakdene. Further south 
in Meyerton, heineken’s 
Sedibeng Brewery was 
completed recently, serving 
as a major future catalyst for 

further development within 
the r59 Industrial Corridor 
in Meyerton. It is anticipated 
that due to excellent freeway 
access, land along the Corridor 
will become sought after with 
developers.  
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24 First Road, Bredell, Kempton Park, 1620

P.O. Box 365, Atterridgeville, 0008

Tel: 011 396 1725/6, Fax: 086 509 2648

Email: mivami@absamail.co.za 

Our Company
Mivami Construction is a civil works contractor with growing presence 
on the market. The fortunes shifted for the company in 1997 after 
Mivami Construction was paid R1.5 million by the Northwest Province 
Department of Transport. Since then the company has grown from 
strength to strength managing much larger civil works projects. Mivami 
has been involved in serving commercial, industrial and infrastructure 
developments in South Africa. Today Mivami Construction is a shining 
star on a list of truly empowered and efficient contractors in South Africa. 

Our People
Our greatest asset is our people; the people we work with on various 
projects and our clients. We remain true to our founding values of 
quality, commitment, hard-work and integrity in all our projects, and are 
proactive in finding solutions for our clients that best achieve their goals. 
Mivami Construction places great emphasis on training and attracting 
highly-skilled staff. Management at Mivami Construction is constantly in 
consultation with all its employees to ensure that all systems are working 
efficiently and the work environment remains conducive for excellent 
performance. The company is also taking  its corporate social responsibility 
seriously by giving back to various disadvantaged communities by way of 
job opportunities and donations.

Our Safety, Health and Environment
Our mission is to achieve and maintain the highest level of Safety, Health 
and Environmental control in all areas of the Company’s operations. 
Innovative training and education programs allow us to provide our 
employees with the tools they need to increase safety and reduce the 
risk on every project we are contracted to do. 

Our Philosophy
Mivami prides itself on meeting modern-day construction challenges and 
ensuring the successful completion of complex projects. At Mivami, we 
promise to deliver the highest quality of civil works and client satisfaction 
– both imperatives to the Mivami Construction philosophy. The Company 
strives to conduct its business fairly and honestly and with consideration 
to the long-term needs of all its stakeholders: clients, employees, suppliers 
and service providers.

MIVAMI CONSTRUCTION cc

The 147 hectare Graceview 
Extension 3 & 4 Industrial Park 
is adjacent to the brewery 
(Graceview Extension 1) and is 
being developed in two phases. 
Upon completion it will feature 

five industrial sites, ranging in 
size from 12ha to 75ha. 

Graceview Industrial Park is 
located immediately west of 
the R59 freeway and south of 
the Sedibeng Brewery and will 

have fast road access and 
linking with the ring-road 
highways for convenient 
access to the city (only 
15km away) and the 
Gauteng region – which is 
why Pick n Pay has secured 
75ha of land with freeway 
exposure in the first phase 
(extension 3) to develop 
a 320 000m² regional 
distribution warehouse, 
reportedly the biggest in 
the southern hemisphere.

Consulting civil engineer, 
Willie Coetzee says that 
two of the remaining four 
erven of 12ha each are in 
the process of being sold 
to a glass manufacturing 
company. He anticipates 
that Pick n Pay will start 
construction in early 2012 
and take occupation mid-
2013, while the glass 

factory’s construction is likely to 
commence in the first quarter 
of 2012 and be ready for 
occupation in early 2013.

Project Profiles
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Another Great Addition!! 
EDGARS is coming to the 
Ballito lifestyle Centre; a place 
where international trends 
and local flavours mix perfectly 
to create a hub of fun and 
non-stop entertainment. The 
casual, alfresco-style shopping 
centre offers an open-skied, 
friendly and welcoming 
shopping experience with 

customer satisfaction as a top 
priority. There is ample, secure 
parking (both open and under-
cover) and over 80 stores to 
take care of all your home, 
fashion, body & soul, food 
and services requirements. 
Ballito lifestyle Centre is a 
one-stop shopping and leisure 
experience that encompasses 

EDGARS Comes to 
Ballito lifestyle Centre

Hotels & MallsProject Profiles

part of an integrated 
community

“We have designed the park’s 
layout to be very functional 
by including large diameter 
circles on the roads to assist 
traffic flow. This will prevent 
congestion, which is vital, 
as the traffic will consist 
mainly of large volumes of big 
interlink trucks,” says Coetzee. 
“We were also in charge 
of the design and project 
management of the access 
road off the K154 provincial 
road; the main water supply 
line; water, sewer and storm 
water reticulation; storm 
water attenuation adjacent 
to the freeway; outfall sewer; 
and pipe jacking under the 
R59 freeway to accommodate 
services such as water, 
sewerage, gas and electricity.” 

Mivami Construction 
is responsible for the 
construction of the required 
civil engineering services 
on the project, and Ruby 
Mphahlele says that the 
experience of his construction 
company was invaluable 
in meeting the tight six-
month programme deadline 
terminating the end of 
September 2011.  

proFESSIonal lIST
Developer & Project 
Manager: Dickinson Projects
Investor: Blue Rose Group
Civil Engineer: Willie Coetzee 
Engineers cc
Civil Contractor: Mivami 
Construction cc
Electrical Engineer: Lyon & 
Partners (Pty) Ltd

Graceview Extension 3 & 4 Industrial park is a component of 
a multi-use master planned and totally integrated community 
called Gauteng Highlands, which is scheduled for completion in 
2025. 

This community will develop in excess of 4 500 hectares of 
privately-owned land and will accommodate a few hundred 
thousand people and consist of thousands of new homes; a 
new node of business and industrial activities; a mixed use town 
centre, and large areas of active and passive recreation and 
environmental conservation zones. 

The Blue Rose Group (the investor and overall co-coordinator) 
believes that Gauteng Highlands will deliver tremendous 
benefits to the region now, and in the future, including: 
•  Creating 275 000 jobs within Gauteng over the next 15 years, 

and having an estimated financial impact of more than R130-
billion on the local economy. 

•  Providing a model of best practice city design for the region 
through the adoption of leading business, environmental 
and community principles. These principles include creating 
new economic opportunities through the development 
of industry and mixed use business areas, retaining large 
tracts of land as open space, and rehabilitating conservation 
and wetland areas. The total project will also provide the 
community with schools, sports facilities and a range of 
improvement programmes.

•  A mixed use town centre that will provide a community-
based gathering place and specialty shopping, entertainment 
and retail. 

• New residential choices, on six different developments, 
ranging from affordable and medium-density housing 
through to large eco-estate stands. 
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all that is good about life, the 
Ballito way.

Ballito Lifestyle Centre has 
commenced  with  a  3 500 square 
metre  extension  with  a  brand  
new  shopping  experience  to be 
launched  to  the centre’s  customers  
by end  October  2011.  The  space  
will  principally  be  occupied  by  a  
2 700 square metre  “New Concept”  
Edgars  store,  bringing  popular  
brands  like  Levi’s,  Guess,  Polo,  
Nine  West,  Nike,  Adidas  and  
Reebok  to  Ballito .  There  will  be  
a  further  10  new  shops,  some  
fashion,  some  accessories,  some  
cosmetics,  some  food; all  adding  
to  a brand new lifestyle shopping  
experience  at  Ballito  Lifestyle  
Centre.

The  design  of  the  new  structure  
is  in  keeping  with  the  original  
“street  scene”  concept,  although  
it shall be more  contemporary  
and  modern.  It  is  simple  in  form  
with  elegant  detailing  and  boasts  
off-shutter  concrete  features  
with  hulabond and  spider-glazing  
facades.  A  seamless  integration  
with  the  existing  building  will  
necessitate  certain  enhancements  
and  changes  to  existing  finishes  
and  colours.

Edgars management is, “thrilled to 
be able to offer our customers a 
unique shopping experience. We 
have made use of the best finishes 
and taken care of every detail to 
ensure a pleasant and inviting 
shopping experience for our Ballito 
customers. We are proud that 
even after 80 years in the business, 
Edgars still remains relevant to 
its customers by consistently 
innovating itself to exceed 
expectations.”

Convenience,  accessibility  and  the  
relaxed  and outdoor  feel  of  the 
centre  have  been  retained,  while  
at  the  same  time adding  to  the  

overall  shopping  experience  and  
offering.  

As always, retail centres 
refurbishments can be a nightmare 
for clients and the general 
operation of the centre. Ballito 
Lifestyle Centre has carried out 
meticulous planning at every stage 
and  every  effort    has  been  made  
to  ensure  that  customers  will  
not  be  inconvenienced  during  
construction.  The  end  product  
will  be  amazing,  a  real  asset  to  
Ballito  and  the  shoppers. 

BALLITO LIFESTYLE CENTRE 
continues to pride itself in being 
an integral part of Ballito and is 
excited remain at the cutting edge 
of retail shopping centre design  and  
innovation.  

Developer
LAHAF (Pty) Ltd
architect
Evolution Architects 
Structural /Civil Engineer
Goba
Structural Engineer
Linda Ness Associates
Quantity surveyor
Schoombie Hartmann 
project Manager
Schoombie Hartmann
Mechanical Engineer
Aurecon
Electrical Engineer
Aurecon
landscape architects
Uys and White
Main Contractor
Construction ID
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The newly built Swellen 
Mark Mall in Swellendam 
was reopened to the public 
in May 2011. The centre 
which stretches over 7200 has 
undergone a major revamp. 

The centre hosts such national 
retailers as Checkers, Clicks, 
Jet, Markham, Exact, Wimpy, 
Crazy Store and american 
Swiss, Foschini, Mr. price and 
kodak to name but a few.

Proudly associated with swellen Mark Mall

Po Box 32, Cape Gate, 7562 • Unit 6 Stabilid Park, Stork Street, Okavango Park, Brackenfell, 7560
Tel: (021) 981 3361 • Fax: 086 658 5672 • Email: danie@dceac.co.za

we specialise in:
• Hospitals
• Factories
• Commercial Buildings
• Shopping Centres
• Reticulation
• Supply & Design of Projects

Swellen Mark Mall 
opens in Swellendam

The centre provides ample, secure 
parking and various stores to take 
care of all your home, fashion, 
body & soul, food and services 
requirements. The all new Swellen 
Mark Mall is a one-stop shopping 
and leisure experience that 
encompasses all the good ness of 
life in Swellendam.

Just a few days prior to the opening, 
one could feel the urgency in the air 
as there was still a serious buzz to 
get ready on time and contractors 
were scurrying around to get the last 
few touches in place.  By the time 
guests were arriving to the opening 
function, everything was finished 
off, and it was clear, the new Swellen 
Mark Mall was here. The mall 
opened to the public and the locals 
all came out to shop. The Checkers 
and Wimpy have proved to be a 
popular attraction to the Mall. We at 
Builder’s Quarterly Magazine would 
like to congratulate the developers, 
Prosperito, the contractors and the 
entire professional team on a job 
well done.  

Situated on the corner of 
Black burrow and Cleland 
Roads, off the N3, in Hayfields, 
Pietermaritzburg, Hayfields 
Mall prides itself as a Mall 
with the Community at 
heart. The Mall offers all your 
convenience shopping with 
major chain shops such as pick 
‘n pay along with all of the four 
major banks. Other offerings at 
the Mall include Clicks, MTn, 
NWJ, CAN, Wimpy and Moffat 
Optical.

The Hayfields Mall, which 
is managed by Old Mutual 
Investments Group Property 

Investments, is currently undergoing 
a major revamp to upgrade the 
entire facility to the tune of R20m. 
The major objective is to uplift and 
upgrade a 25 year old centre to a 
modern 21st century shopping mall 
without losing its original character. 

The aesthetics and the flow of the 
centre will be the main areas of 
improvement. This will entail work 
on the ramp area servicing the main 
mall and the Pick ‘n Pay corridor 
being re-worked so that it is more 
shopper-friendly. The facades and 
mall areas will have a few cosmetic 
treatments whilst customers can 
look forward to a new ablution block 
on the ground floor.  The upper 
level office component will also get 

revamp of hayfields 
Mall, pietermaritzburg

some attention and office space 
will be reconfigured to add to the 
convenience aspect of the centre. 

A major challenge in the revamp 
process of the Mall is the fact that 
shoppers will continue to shop 
and shops will remain operational 

Hotels & MallsHotels & Malls
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OUR SERVICES:

Vidal Designs offer an innovative interior design and 
complete start to finish project management service. We 
specialize in retail, corporate and residential projects 
and strive to create a comfortable and aesthetically 
pleasing environment for our clients. Vidal Designs 
strive to not only achieve long lasting design interiors, 
but most importantly successful long relationships with 
our clients.

OUR TEAM:

Armanda Vidal is the owner and creative inspiration 
behind Vidal Designs. She has 15 years experience in 
the industry and a National Diploma in Interior Design. 
“We are a small niche team of experienced interior 
designers, project managers and administrators. I rely 
on the teams strengths and talents to produce the 
outstanding end result that we pride ourselves on. 
We can sum up our diverse services offered, with two 
simple words… “We Create”. 

Creativity is at the root of our business and we extend 
our creativity not only in interior design, but also in 
finding solutions to maximize the use of space, budgets 
and creating improved methods of construction.

OUR PROJECTS:

We are passionate about our diverse projects and ensure 
that all our clients are treated with the same amount of 
integrity and dedication. For more information on our 
various projects, please contact Armanda Vidal on cell: 
084 929 0028 or through our website: 
www.vidaldesigns.com

Vidal Design’s current project as interior designers and 
project managers is of the internal and external revamp for 
Hayfields Mall, located in Pietermaritzburg. 

DESIGN CRITERIA:

Our principal objective for designing the Mall was to find 
practical solutions to the existing out dated design and to 
improve on architectural challenges.

The new design and aesthetics of the Mall not only appeals 
to a broad based clientele, but will also maintain its design 
integrity for an extended time.

We have selected neutral paint colours, natural stone 
cladded feature walls, dark timber features, porcelain 
tiles and external concrete pavers to create an inviting 
environment. Dark timber benches, new balustrades and 
stainless steel pot plants add comfort to the Mall. The three 
main entrances are integrated with a similar design concept 
and are framed by large stone cladded columns, timber 
cladded beams and bold illuminated signage. The lighting 
throughout is effective and of low energy consumption. 
The finishes are durable and create a strong unity within the 
internal and external common spaces. 

OUR PORTFOLIO

SCOPE OF WORKS:

-  The new ablution facilities consist of a paraplegic’s 
ablution, a family room and both male and female 
ablutions.

-  The use of additional external wheelchair ramps 
and the widening of the existing internal ramp have 
improved paraplegic accessibility.

-  The new and improved ramps have also improved the 
accessibility of trolleys to and from the various parking 
levels.

-  The clientele have convenient access to an additional 
internal trolley bay.

-  The main walkways have improved, with uninterrupted 
open spaces and symmetrical shopfront lines. 

-  The internal walkway boasts a high plasterboard 
ceiling, new high shopfronts, feature bulkheads and 
lighting.

-  The internal and external shopfronts have a uniform 
appearance, with white aluminum glass frames and 
signage displays.

Director
Armanda Vidal 
tel:  031 303 6432 
cell:  084 929 0028   
email: armanda@vidaldesigns.co.za   

Senior Interior Designer
Lauren du Preez
tel:  031 303 6432 
cell:  084 581 1759 
email: lauren@vidaldesigns.co.za   

Contacts:

www.vidaldesigns.com

during the refurbishment period. 
Management has had to undertake 
a lot of the work outside normal 
working hours to reduce the 
inconvenience the shoppers 
so as to allow the mall to be 
functional during the refurbishment 
period which is expected to last 
approximately six months.

Security at the Mall is well catered 
for and all vehicles are generally well 
secured under the watchful eye of 
Enforce and Axesscor Car Security 
Guards. The shopping Mall boasts 
ample parking bays and over 50 top 
of the range shops. 

Shoppers and visitors to the centre 
can expect to be treated to a 
shopping experience in tranquility 
at Hayfields. Hayfields Mall trading 
hours are set conveniently set at 
from 08h30 to 17h00. With well 

over 600 parking bays, you are sure 
to find parking in one of the parking 
bays at the Centre. Hayfields Mall 
will re-launch in December, 2011. 
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Structural Engineer  

Ed Weekly Consulting Engineers
architects                         
Vidal Designs
Quantity Surveyors                                 
ACRES
health and safety     
Sthenjwa HR Consultants Tony Smith associates Structural Engineer 

(Pty) Ltd was formed on 1997. The director, 
Tony Smith was previously one of the founding 
partners of Huff Border Smith & Associates, and 
previous to that a partner in the firm Kampbell 
Abramowitz Yawitch and Partners.

The practice has over thirty-five years of experience in 
the commercial consulting business. Since the practice 
was formed Tony Smith Associates hasendeavoured 
to successfully complete small and large projects in 
the commercial market involving Shopping Centers, 
Factories, Warehouses and Housing.

In conjunction with this type of work we have also 
successfully entered the field whereby Heavy Civil and 
Structural Engineering and Mine Processing Plants are 
required. 

Of late we have completed many Audits of mining 
structures and have developed remedial programs for 
implementation. As with all Consulting Engineering 
Practices we are fully computerized and update all our 
engineering and drawing software on a yearly basis.

In order to be able to provide a service to the various 
categories of engineering noted above, and to 
ensure that we can meet tight deadlines we have 
formed associations with other specialist Professional 
Engineering Practices and Technicians who offer their 
technical services including drafting, layouts and 
detailing of all aspects of the use of Concrete and 
Structural Steel. The use of these other practitioners 
is seamless to our clients as all dealings are completed 
through Tony Smith Associates Structural Engineers 
(Pty) Ltd. Our clients are made aware of our Associates 
whenever and wherever we use their services. This 

attitude to our work has worked very well for our clients 
over the past ten years.   

our work includes the following processes

General
• Liaising and negotiating with clients, architects, 

quantity surveyors, electrical engineers, mechanical 
engineers and other members of the Professional 
Team.

• Evaluation of projects and preparation of all 
scheme work, design, drawings, detailing and site 
inspections.

• Investigations into “troubled buildings” including 
design checks, detail reviews, insurance and fire 
damage investigations

• Development and management of staff.

Industrial
• Factories and warehouses to suit tenant 

requirements, refurbishment and extensions.
• Civils – Associated with the commercial and 

Industrial Development
• Road and parking layouts, stormwater and sewer 

reticulation, bulk earthworks and the design of all 
aspects of foundation design, including piling and 
deep excavations using Gunite walls tied with soil 
anchors.

Commercial
• Design of projects from small to major and regional 

shopping centres, commercial buildings, hotels, 
luxury housing developments, multi-story offices 
and car parking structures.

Maintenance
• Design of Five, Ten and Fifteen-year maintenance 

programs for many Commercial Structures. 

The kagiso Shopping 
Centre refurbishment

Tony Smith associates
Structural Engineers (Pty) Ltd
ConSUlTInG CIVIl & STrUCTUral EnGInEErS
Tel: 011-2340433 • Email: tonysmith@mweb.co.za
www.tonysmith.co.za

We are proud to have been associated with this 
development as the Structural Engineers.

Hotels & MallsHotels & Malls
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retail giants pick n pay, Builders 
Warehouse and Makro, are all 
part of the thriving and vibrant 
51,000 square metre retail node, 
the Bedworth Centre which has 
been revamped and expanded at 
the corner of ascot-on-Vaal and 
the r44, Vereeniging.

The development of this value-
retail hub was initiated following 
the joint acquisition of site of the 
existing Bedworth Park Pick n 
Pay Hypermarket in Vereeniging 
by Flanagan & Gerard Property 
Development & Investment and East 
and West Investments (Pty) Limited, 
a member of the Moolman Group of 
companies.

The successful Pick n Pay Hypermarket 
in the Bedworth Centre is a long-
standing landmark in the area, 
and with its excellent location and 
additional space for extension, making 
sense to develop the site into a one-
stop value shopping node.

Bolstering retail in this prime node, 
the existing Bedworth Centre has 
been extended by 15,000square 
metres to provide a wider variety of 
retail choice. This, in addition to the 

recently upgraded and expanded 
20,000 square metre Pick ‘n Pay, is set 
to provide a fresh and exciting 35,000 
square metre redeveloped centre.

Part of this development is a brand 
new 16,500 square metre Makro 
adjacent to Bedworth Centre. 

Subsequently, the developers of 
this exciting value retail node have 
commissioned and undertaken a 
massive R5 million upgrade of local 
roads and infrastructure surrounding 
the centre.  The upgrade will serve 
the community’s needs with improved 
traffic flow and assist local authorities 
with traffic management. Road users 
in the area can look forward to a vastly 
improved Ascot-on-Vaal Road, which 
on the northern side will feature 
double lanes (between Sharpeville 
and Barrage Road), as well as double 
lanes between Barrage Road and 
Cassandra Street. 

Bedworth Centre is located close 
to a number of Vaal communities, 
including Vanderbijlpark, Vereeniging, 
Sasolburg and Parys as well as 
Sebokeng, Boipatong, Bophelong, 
Evaton and Roshnee. Sharpville is also 
within walking distance to the centre. 

 

The Bedworth Centre retail 
node brings choice and value 
to the heart of the Vaal

Proud to be 
associated with the 

bedworth centre

100A Sandton Drive, Parkmore  
P.O. Box 273 Fourways 2055  

   Tel: +27 11 784 5221 
Fax: +27 11 784 5227  

Email: orion001@icon.co.za  
Email: kmcpherson@orionpm.co.za  

Website: 
www.orion001.co.za  

Situated in the northern end 
of the border town of Musina 
in the limpopo province 
is the Great north road 
plaza, a new shopping mall 
developed to offer modern 
and convenient shopping 
services to the people of 
Musina and the surrounding 
areas in limpopo province. 
Great north road plaza Mall 
boasts of a contemporary 
architectural design dictated 
by the climatic conditions of 
the area whilst achieving a 
visually appropriate and legible 
shopping mall appearance. 

Musina and the surrounding area 
to date has not had a state of the 
art shopping mall other than that 
of the typical bushveld town with 
various shops in scattered locations 
along the N1 which passes through 
Musina. As a result of the new Mall, 
Musina residents and traders now 
have a central place to take care of  
all their shopping and trading needs, 
while farmers in the area no longer 
have to travel to Louis Trichardt to 
do their major monthly shopping. 
Musina also does a lot of cross-
border trade with Zimbabwe so the 
new mall is strategically situated, 
along the N1 to support this trade.  

The phase 1 and phase 2 sites are 
situated on both sides of the N1 to 
Beitbridge / Zimbabwe with a total 
erf area of 40 901 square metres 
and gross building area of 16 000 
square metres. Construction of 
Phase 1 of the project was started 
in June 2008 and was completed 
in the June 2009.  Phase 2 started 
in July 2009 and was completed in 
November 2010. 

Musina has a very hot climate in the 
summer months, therefore specific 
design features where  incorporated 
into the architectural design by 
OSGLO Architects to reduce the 
energy consumption of the centre. 
Effective heat insulation to the 

THE GREAT NORTH ROAD 
plaZa –(phaSE 1 & 2)

Hotels & MallsHotels & Malls
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entire building roof allows for less air-
conditioning cooling during the summer 
months thereby decreasing the use of 
electricity with the subsequent saving in 
energy costs for the client.  The correct 
building orientation ensures that there is 
limited direct or indirect heat radiation 
on to the public walkways, windows and 
shop-fronts. The west facing shop-fronts 
with maximum exposure towards the 
N1 all received large canopy structures 
to minimize the heat loading within 
these shops. The mall itself is naturally 
ventilated with a stepped roof design 
that creates a natural draw through the 
mall walkways, creating a very effective 
naturally cooled space for a comfortable 
shopping experience.  The building is a 
combination of face-brick and tile wall 
surfaces with porcelain tiled walkways to 
minimize long term maintenance where 
required in the hard wearing areas.

One of the major challenges faced, 
occurred during the early phase 
construction was that a portion of the 
Shoprite shop was to be built over an 
old slag dump off the mine, this created 
many problems for the contractor USNA 
Bouers who had to excavate down to 
natural ground when excavating the 
column bases. Some of the holes where 
more than 3 metres deep and had to 
be shuttered to allow him to pour the 
concrete bases, as the sides kept on 
collapsing. This resulted in time and cost 
implications for the contractor and client.

In total, about 150 permanent new jobs 
were created at the various stores in the 
centre. During the construction phase 
about 100-150 temporary jobs were 
created on a monthly basis. 

The centre has a total lettable area of  13 
530 square metres with the Main anchor 
tenants being a 3500 square metre 
Shoprite, Cashbuild (free standing), OK 
Furniture, Woolworths and Foschini’s. 
The centre has a well spread mix of 
tenants from food to vehicle spares. 
There is a total of 55 shops in Phase 1 
and 2 of the centre. Phase 1 & 2 had a 
construction value of R 82 million with 
phase 3 still in the planning stages.   

new Checkers Centre
Louis Trichardt

a Checkers hyper store was opened in november 2010 in a brand new 
centre in louis Trichardt. The anver noor Centre or the Checkers Centre as it 
is popularly known, is situated on the corner of Songozwi and Munnik Street 
and has been a hive of activity since it was opened during the festive period 
with business operators having exceeded their turn-over expectations. 

According to Osglo Architects, the client is ERF 226(PTY) Ltd, managed by the known 
developer Mr S. Noor . Mr Noor’s brief to OSGLO was to develop the site to its full 
potential housing an 3,697square metres Checkers , a 2110 square meter FNB bank; 
and a 703 square meter Nedbank. These comprise the anchor tenants. The rest of the 
lettable area is taken up by smaller national tenants, franchisees and offices totalling 
7843 square metres of letable space.

Hotels & MallsHotels & Malls
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OsglO Architects cc 
Architects/ Argitekte 
Project Managers and 
Sectional Title Registration 
25a Erasmus Street 
Makhado (Louis Trichardt) 0920 
tel: 015 516 5155 
Fax: 015 516 1057

QuAnti serv QuAntity surveyOrs
QuAntity surveyOrs And PrOject 
MAnAgers  
Buffel Street 91 
Louis Trichardt 0920, P.O. Box 1465 
Louis Trichardt 0920
tel: 015 516 2355  
Fax: 015 516 4026  

kB structurAl engineers 
25A Louis Trichardt Street, 
Limpopo, SA  
P.O. Box 830, Louis Trichardt, 0920  
email: kbstrukt@telkomsa.net  
tel: 015 516 6803  
Fax: 015 516 6803  
cell: 082 416 6396  

vsv cOnsulting engineers  
74 Rietbok str, 
P.O. Box 1358 
LOUIS TRICHARDT 0920  
e-mail: vsv@mweb.co.za  
tel: 015 516 1511  
Fax: 015 516 3307   
cell: 083 255 5052  

Proud to be associated with the 
New Checkers – Louis Trichardt For the New Checkers Centre to 

remain a successful development, 
it was important that the design 
treatment of the centre was 
tastefully done so as to compliment 
the tenants to be housed and 
to ensure that the feasibility 
and viability of the project was 
maintained. Initial planning and 
feasibility for the project was started 
during the end term of the 2008 and 
construction was started in October 

2009 and the project was completed 
in November 2010. 

Due to the limited size of the site 
and large anchor tenants, the 
professional team made use of the 
natural gradient of the site to create 
a 3 level structure; comprising a 
parking basement, ground level and 
first floor development totalling a 
gross building area of 12800 square 
meters. Elevational treatment 
was directly influenced by the 

planning. The team made use of the 
application of different materials as 
well as detailing to the elevations to 
enhance the aesthetical appeal of 
the project. Detailing and defining 
of the entrances to the centre stood 
out in the design. The planning of 
the centre makes provision for some 
250 parking bays. 

The Centre boasts three anchor 
tenants namely: Checkers, First 
National Bank and Nedbank. The 

Hotels & Malls
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STRUCTURING THE FUTURE

www.mpaconsulting.co.za

malani padayachee & associates (pty) ltd
tel	 +27	(0)11	781	9710
fax	 +27	(0)11	781	9711
email	 admin@mpaconsulting.co.za	

STRUCTURAL
ENGINEERING

TRAFFIC
&	TRANSPORTATION

WATER
&	SANITATION

ROADS
&	STORMWATER

2nd	Floor,	South	Wing	
147	Bram	Fischer	Drive	
Randburg

	

Checkers Hyper store is the largest 
of the anchor tenants; require the 
space for their various departments 
such as a bakery, butchery, 
groceries, fresh food and vegetables 
section and a winery. Consumers 
should be excited to learn that the 
popular Checkers pharmacy is also 
in the pipeline.

Various challenges were faced and 
had to be detailed and resolved at 
both planning and implementation 
stages. One of the major challenges 
for the main contractor USNA 
Bouers was the limited working 
space on site from which to carry 
out the construction works. To 
fast track the project during the 

tender phase and to ensure the 
required beneficial occupation dates 
where achieved, the construction 
was done split into two contracts. 
The first contractor was Rubicon 
Construction who was contracted 
to do the excavation of the bulk 
earthworks and erection of 
basement retaining walls as well 
as the storm and groundwater 
drainage infrastructure. The second 
contract entailed the construction of 
the main building by USNA Bouers. 

The high water table also proved 
to be a major problem and was 
overcome with the use of a network 
of sub-soil underground drains 

Commercial

new Mauritius 
Commercial Bank 
Building
An Elliptical Masterpiece

connected to the storm water 
system. 

The correct building orientation 
as well as specific design features 
such as large roof overhangs and 
effective heat insulation to the 
entire building roof ensures that 
there is limited direct or indirect 
heat on to the public walkways, 
windows and shopfronts. This 
naturally requires less air-
conditioning cooling during the 
summer months, decreasing 
the use of electricity and the 
subsequent saving in energy costs. 
A borehole was also sunk to utilize 
the high water table to service the 
landscaping as well as to provide 
back-up water to the tenants as the 
municipal water supply is currently 
very intermittent. To further 
save water the planting of low 
maintenance indigenous low water 
consuming trees and shrubs was 
propagated. 

The New Checkers Centre project 
in Louis Trichardt was completed 
at an estimated cost of R52m. The 
centre was designed and project 
managed by Osglo Architects cc 
– Louis Trichardt, a company that 
has almost become synonymous 
with the Noor Group’s development 
projects. 
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Situated in manicured landscaped garden 
of approximately six acres is the Mauritius 
Commercial Bank (MCB) new state of the art 
office building, at Ebene. The MCB which was 
founded in 1838 is the oldest and largest bank 
in Mauritius with over 40 branches nationwide 
and continues to expand internationally 
through its foreign partnerships and 
subsidiaries.  The new elliptical shaped office 
park is designed to meet accommodation 
needs for up to 750 MCB staff. Contained in 
the new office park are two (2) auditoriums 
seating 275 and 20 respectively. The 
auditoriums are treated with precise acoustic 
design for speech and audience interaction. 
Furthermore, the entire fourth floor is 
dedicated to the MCB’s training department 
designed to accommodate a further 100 seats 
for trainees and staff. The entire building can 
hold 1100 people at full capacity. The new 
building is fully equipped with state of the 
art kitchen that can serve diverse menus in a 
canteen seating 250 people. 

The site contains 263 parking bays, as well as 
additional space for coaches and bicycles. The plant 
rooms are situated on the lower levels, liberating the 
roof, traditionally loaded with heavy machinery, and 
allowing it to be light and airy with large spans of 
15m to 18m, yielding column-free spaces, for better 
flexibility and permitting the introduction of natural 
light through the roof fabric. This is achieved by five 
glass rings around the shell of an elliptical shape, the 
visionary idea of the architect, which facilitates raked 
seating in the auditorium. 

Green Building Features

The entire structure has been built on very strong 
sustainable or green feature principles. Sunlight enters 
the building through the double glazed full height glass 
true North and South facades and by the triple glazed 
portholes.  It is controlled by triple glazing sunscreens 
which also act as maintenance walkways and internal 
blinds automatically activated by sun sensors. Natural 
light is maximised, as is solar control. The general 
lighting and air-conditioning system are designed for 
sustainable energy efficiency. Thermal storage and 
the thermal mass of concrete also enable a reduction 
in energy consumption. Further savings are achieved 
with a photovoltaic cell farm. Water consumption is 
reduced with electronic tap-flow control and urinals, 

low flow showerheads and WC flushing cisterns. 
Reduction is achieved through rainwater collection 
and wastewater filtration and recycling. 

Conditioned air is released from a raised floor plenum 
through which the electrical and electronic wiring 
also passes. No services are ceiling mounted, making 
moving easy, giving flexibility to change and thus 
increasing the useful life of the building. 

Building and Technology

 The building is designed with close information 
technology compatibility, with the head office using 
the latest electronic “brains” control and visual 
systems. MCB building at Ebene, is acoustically 
engineered to reduce sources of noise discomfort 
from the nearby motorway, the plant rooms or the 
occupants themselves to comfortable levels. The 
cladding of the concrete shell is achieved with 50 
mm thick extruded polystyrene insulation, an air 
gap of about 300 mm and 8 mm thick silver metallic 
aluminium sandwich planes.

The MCB at Ebene is proud to launch this elliptical 
masterpiece. MCB will continue to fulfil its promise of 
bringing you a rich and world-class expertise through 
a unique range of distinctive banking and financial 
services, designed with you, the customer in mind.  

professional Team
Client
Mauritius Commercial Bank
Jaques Tennant
Jaques.tennant@mcb.co.mu 
+230 202 5138
architect
Jean Francois Koenig Architects
jfvmkoenig@intnet.mu
+230 728 1170   
project Manager
Arup Sigma Ltd
James Openheim
James.openheim@arup.com
+230 206 0592
Main Contractor
General Construction Company
Didier Adam
d.adam@gcc.mu
+230 202 2000

CommercialCommercial

Global Skills to Tackle Local Challenges

Arup is proud to have provided Innovative Engineering and Consulting
Solutions for the construction of the Mauritius Commercial Bank building in
Ebene. Over 50 technical staff from Six Arup offices provided expertise for the
following services...

Project Management | Building Services Engineering | Sustainability Design
Management | Structural Engineering | Civil Engineering | Facade Engineering
Acoustics | Audio Visual | Fire Engineering | IT & Communication

Arup SIGMA
19 Church Street, Port Louis, Mauritius
Tel + 230 206 0592 Fax + 230 208 0375
Mail: sigma@arup.com Web: www.arup.com/global_locations/mauritius.aspx

First Building to receive a Environmental Rating in the Southern Hemisphere.
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AASSSSOOCCIIAATTEEDD  WWIITTHH  GGLLEEEEDDSS  HHOOOOLLOOOOMMAANNNN  CCOONNSSUULLTTIINNGG  ((IINNDDIIAA))  PPVVTT  LLTTDD  

FFOORR  WWOORRKKSS  IINN  IINNDDIIAA  AANNDD  IINNDDIIAANN  SSUUBB  CCOONNTTIINNEENNTT  
HHSSIIPP  PPRROOJJEECCTT  MMAANNAAGGEERRSS  IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALL  LLTTDD  

FFOORR  PPRROOJJEECCTTSS  WWOORRLLDDWWIIDDEE 

HH&&AA  iiss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  iinndduussttrryy  lleeaaddeerrss  wwiitthh  eexxtteennssiivvee  

eexxppeerriieennccee  iinn  aallll  ttyyppeess  ooff  wwoorrkk,,  wwiitthh  pprroojjeecctt  vvaalluueess  ooff  

uupp  ttoo  UUSSDD  330000mm  uunnddeerrttaakkeenn  iinn  MMaauurriittiiuuss  aanndd  iinn  tthhee  

IInnddiiaann  OOcceeaann  rreeggiioonn  oovveerr  tthhee  llaasstt  ttwwoo  ddeeccaaddeess..  OOuurr  

sseerrvviicceess  nnooww  eexxtteenndd  ttoo  IInnddiiaa  aanndd  AAffrriiccaa  tthhrroouugghh  oouurr  

aassssoocciiaatteess  wwiitthh  tthheeiirr  gglloobbaall  ccaappaabbiilliittiieess  aanndd  aabbiilliittyy  ttoo  

wwoorrkk  oonn  aannyy  pprroojjeecctt  aannyywwhheerree  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  

 

HH&&AA  pprroovviiddeess  CCoosstt  

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  

ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss  ffrroomm  

iinncceeppttiioonn  ttoo  ccoommpplleettiioonn  oonn  

bbeehhaallff  ooff  CClliieennttss..    
  

 

HHSSIIPP  pprroovviiddeess  aann  iinntteeggrraatteedd  

PPrroojjeecctt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  sseerrvviiccee  ffoorr  

ccoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  pprroojjeeccttss  ffrroomm  

iinncceeppttiioonn  ttoo  ccoommpplleettiioonn  oonn  

bbeehhaallff  ooff  CClliieennttss..    

 

ww  ww  ww  ..  hh  oo  oo  ll  oo  oo  mm  aa  nn  nn  ..  cc  oo  mm  

OOuurr  ppoorrttffoolliioo  iinncclluuddeess::  
  

  RReessoorrttss  &&  LLeeiissuurree    SShhooppppiinngg  CCeennttrreess  TToowwnn  CCeennttrree  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt    
  OOffffiicceess    BBaannkkss  &&  CCoommppuutteerr  CCeennttrreess    HHoouussiinngg  &&  IInnffrraassttrruuccttuurree  

WWoorrkkss  SScchhoooollss    IInndduussttrriiaall  BBuuiillddiinnggss    HHoossppiittaallss    
 

 

 

 

 

LLaa  TToouurreellllee  
AAppaarrttmmeennttss  

 

 

 

 

OOssccoorrnnee  BBaayy  HHootteell  

  

  

  

  

  

SSoommmmeerrsseett    
AAppaarrttmmeennttss  --  

IInnddiiaa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

LLeemmuurriiaa  RReessoorrtt  
GGoollff  CCoouurrssee  --  

PPrraasslliinn  

 
 

 

 

 

 

MMooooffuusshhii  RReessoorrtt,,  
MMaallddiivveess  

 

 

 

 

 

 

RRoossee  BBeellllee  VVaalluuee  
CCeennttrree  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

RRaafffflleess  RReessoorrtt--
SSeeyycchheelllleess  

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 

 
AAppoolllloo  HHoossppiittaall  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MMCCBB  @@  EEbbeennee  
 

FFEEAASSIIBBIILLIITTYY  

 
SSTTRRAATTEEGGYY  

PPRREE--

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN  

  

CCOONNSSTTRRUUCCTTIIOONN  

  

CCOOMMMMIISSSSIIOONNIINNGG  

  

CCOOMMPPLLEETTIIOONN  

HHAANNDDOOVVEERR  

  

OOCCCCUUPPAATTIIOONN  

OOPPEERRAATTIIOONN  

  

CCLLIIEENNTTSS  

OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS  //  

BBRRIIEEFF  

Commercial

jean Francois Koenig 
was born in Mauritius 
in 1954.

he studied architecture in  
london  at Thames polytechnic 
in 1973 qualifying  in 1980 
under the directorship of 
Dr. J. Paul an expert on the  
Bauhaus

In 1979, Jean Francois Koenig 
entered and obtained third prize out 
of 132 entries in an International 
Competition for the National 
Gallery Extension, Trafalgar Square, 
London.  The results, which were 
exhibited at the Royal Institiute of 
British  Architects, were judged by 
the World renowned architect Lord 
Norman Foster, renowned American 
professor Charles Moore, and UK 
architect Derek Walker. First prize 
was awarded to Eva Jiricna who 
became Internationally recognised 
and has a monograph  to her name. 
Second prize went to Mike Davies, 
Ian Ritchie and Alan Stanton then 
teaching at the AA with Peter Cooke 
and later went on to win important 
international competition of the 
Park de la Villette in Paris. Coming 
third, made Jean Francois Koenig, 
the first student to win a prize.

After qualifying, Jean Francois 
Koenig came back to Mauritius 
where he worked for one year with 
ZAC Associates and was assigned to 
the design department of the office.

During the period 1981 to 1985 
Jean Francois Koenig worked in 
Johannesburg for the only multi-
disciplinary practice operating in 
South Africa.  It had been formed 
by the consulting practices of 
Rhodes Harrison Fee and Bold 
Architects, Ove Arup & Partners 
Structural Engineers, H. Spoormaker 
& Partners Services Engineers 
and Southby Bihl Detert & Slade 
Quantity Surveyors.  Called 

Jean Francois Koenig

Rhodar Consultants,  the practice  
undertook commissions primarily 
in the industrial sector.  Working 
his way through the ranks, Jean 
Francois Koenig became a senior 
architectural member responsible 
for design.  In 1985, he was chosen 
by Ron Heydenrich  Director of 
Arup Africa, and Robin Fee  then 
President of the Institute of South 
African Architects to be transferred 
to the World renowned  multi-
disciplinary practice of Arup 
Associates in London 

Jean Francois Koenig spent two 
years at Arup Associates, between 
1985 and 1987, and worked under 
Sir Philip Dowson, an RIBA gold 
medalist and President of the Royal 
Academy.  He worked on the Hasbro 
Bradley London Headquarters at 
Stockley Park and the Embankment 
Tube Station renovation.  

The above experience during 6 years 
in both South Africa and England 
provided Jean Francois Koenig with 
an in depth understanding of the 
importance of the interaction  of  
the various professions required 
to achieve excellent buildings and 
sustainable architecture.

Upon his return to Mauritius in 
1987, Jean Francois Koenig founded 
the office of Jean Francois Koenig 
Architects.

Since that time, Jean Francois 
Koenig Architects has been 

influencial in the revival of the 
local traditional architecture of 
the Island.  He  was instrumental 
in setting up and collaborating in 
the book “Living in Mauritius” or 
“La Vie en Varangue” , which is a 
glossy photographic record of the 
traditional architecture in Mauritius.

Jean Francois Koenig Architects also 
remains committed to contemporary 
architecture founded in the Modern 
Movement.  The practice has 
completed the Mauritius Telecom 
Headquarters, the first  20 storey 
glass curtain wall tower in Mauritius, 
the De Chazal Du Mee Head Office 
which accomodates 450 people, the 
new CIEL Head Office at Ebene. The 
practice has also completed 8 hotels 
totalling 1,700 keys. 

Jean Francois Koenig is currently 
working on the MCB Offices at 
Ebene, an iconic eliptical shaped 
building which is the first in 
Mauritius to obtain a Green Building 
Certificate from BREEAM.

He was invited to be a guest speaker 
in the Mauritius Eco-Building 
Conference of 2010 and re-invited 
to deliver a key note speech the 
forthcoming South African Green 
Building Conference in 2011.  
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FIRST National Bank in the Eastern Cape has 
invested R150 million in the construction of a 
state- of-the-art new office block for its various 
business units in Newton Park. The new FNB office 
block is ear marked to be the largest office block 
construction in the city of Port Elizabeth in recent 
years.

Construction of the R150 million landmark office block 
which commenced in October is expected to be completed 
in December 2011. The new FNB building has 6237 square 
metres gross lettable space and consists of one basement, 
4 levels parking bays and five levels of office space. The 
building will be occupied by FirstRand Group business 
units and will include group companies such as Rand 
Merchant Bank, FNB private clients, RMB private bank, 
Global Transactional Services, International Banking, FNB 
Insurance Brokers, FNB Commercial Banking, and Wesbank. 
There is room created for future growth and expansion but 
the immediate aim of FNB is not to let out space to third 
parties. 

FNB decided to embark on a multimillion-rand investment 
in the city of Port Elizabeth, in spite of the difficult economic 

nine-floor building for 
FnB

Projitech Consulting Services, specialising in all 
forms of vertical and inclined transportation in 

new and existing buildings.

Proj-i-tech cc
Vertical Transportation Specialists  

Proud to be associated with the New 
office block for fNb-NewtowN Park

PO Box 18848,  
Sunward Park, 1470  

Cell:  082 783 2600  
Email:  billm@projitech.co.za  

Tel:  011 913 0022  
Fax:  0866 964 217  

climate prevailing at the time moment in the 
area. The decision to go ahead with setting up 
such an investment was made in the interest 
of a long term strategic vision focusing on the 
overall long term viability of Port Elizabeth 
and the greater Eastern Cape. 

Upon completion of initial bulk earthworks, 
the principal contractor SBT Construction 
then took over the site. According to the 
Provincial FNB Chairman, Sagren Ramalingum, 
said the bank believed it to be the largest 
office block construction project the city had 
seen in recent years. The chairman further 
stated that, “it is important to note that 
we have made a firm commitment towards 
job creation and the local economy. The 
retention of investment capital in the Eastern 
Cape Province and the City of Port Elizabeth 
was important to us and it is against this 
background that we decided to ring fence and 
restrict the tender process to local contractors 
and companies as far as possible”.

The design of the building and the primary 
equipment installations were specified with 
energy efficiency and green objectives in 
mind. The innovative flexible fire sprinkler 
system, as well as fully demountable 
partitioning (as opposed to the usual dry 
walling in spec buildings) will be installed for 
ease and cost efficient churns (reconfiguring 
of office space). Arguably this building will be 
amongst the first few in SA with the flexible 
sprinkler installation.  

Other unique features include an up-market 
coffee shop in the building for staff. Raised 

access flooring for voice/data and power connectivity will 
enhance the building’s flexibility.

Companies involved in the project include SBT Construction, 
Stauch Vorster Architects, Clinkscales Maugham-Brown, De 
Leeuw Group, Sigma Consulting and Eris Property Group.  
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The installation of a fibre optic 
cable from pretoria in Gauteng 
to Empangeni in kwaZulu-
natal has been commissioned. 
The project entails crossings 
of numerous natural drainage 
ways by the installation of a 
fibre optic cable. The cable will 
be installed in the road reserve 
from pretoria to Empangeni. 
Project location will follow 
the alignment of the existing 
n4 highway from pretoria to 
Middelburg, the optic fibre 
cable will divert onto the n11 
to Ermelo, from Ermelo the 
cable will run on the n2 to 

Piet Retief where after it will 
follow the r33 to Vryheid. 
From Vryheid the cable will run 
along the r34 to Empangeni, 
kZn.

The Regeneration Sites were 
completed on time for the fibre 
optic cable being installed by 
Dark Fibre Africa (DFA). The sites 
are strategically located along 
the cable’s route from Pretoria 
to Empangeni in KwaZulu Natal. 
The Regeneration Sites which are 
owned by Plessey will allow DFA 
and its customers to regenerate the 
communications signals that are 
passing through the fibre optic cable 
allowing them to be transmitted 

over large distances. Each site is 
monitored from a central location, 
the Network Operations Centre 
in Midrand using a sophisticated 
Network Management System. 

Dark Fibre Africa (DFA) was 
established by Community 
Investment Ventures (a black 
economic empowerment 
investment vehicle), the venture 
finance provider Venfin and 
investment banker Absa Capital, 
to build a carrier-neutral, dark 
fibre infrastructure for the 
transmission of metro and long 
haul telecommunications traffic. In 
the trade, dark fibre is the name 
for an optical fibre infrastructure 
which has been installed but is not 

Pretoria to Empangeni, KZN

Contact: Pieter van der Merwe, Kgomotso 
Molefi, Arno van den Berg, Rowan van Tonder
Tel:  012 997 4742
Fax:  012 997 0415
Cell:  082 412 7571
e-mail:  rockec@lantic.net

www.rockeco.co.za

ROCK ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING (PTY) LTD
Independent Environmental Consultants

Specializing in:
•	 Environmental	Impact	Assessments:	Basic	assessments		and	Full	EIAs
•	 Environmental	Management	Plans
•	 Section	24G	Rectification	Applications
•	 Environmental	Monitoring	on	construction	sites
•	 Mining	Right	Applications
•	 Water	Use	Licensing	Applications
•	 Biodiversity	Assessments

“Network a better environment”

being used. As fibre optic cable is a 
conduit through which data travels 
in the form of light, an unused 
network is said to be ‘unlit’, or in 
other words, ‘dark’. As capacity 
within the network is leased by 
individual service providers, the 
dark fibre is progressively lit by new 
high-speed services customers are 
signing up to.

The advantage of dark fibre is that 
it affords telecommunications 
operators the choice of selecting 
their preferred technology, whether 
that be SDH, ATM, Ethernet or fibre 
channel, without having to incur the 

massive up-front capital expenditure 
of constructing the entire network 
infrastructure or having to rent 
an expensive managed service 
from an operator that may also 
be a competitor. Simply put, the 
main benefits of dark fibre lie in its 
relatively lower cost, capacity and 
speed of execution. The very nature 
of the business means that from 
time to time, carriers will share or 
swap infrastructure with competitor 
networks. 

In 2009 DFA launched its data and 
broadband services, including 
voice in collaboration with Cisco 

Systems. The launch marked a 
milestone for DFA, which is creating 
an open access dark fibre network 
in metropolitan areas, with over 
800 kilometres of fibre optic cable 
already laid in Johannesburg, 
Pretoria, Durban and Cape Town at a 
cost of R1.5 billion.  

professional Team
project Manager
Dark Fibre Africa (Pty) Ltd
EIa Consultant
Rock Environmental Consulting 

Installation of Fibre 
optic Cable
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The Sunderland ridge 
Wastewater Treatment 
Works (WWTW) is located 
15 km west of the Centurion 
Central Business District and 
is adjacent to the Sunderland 
ridge Industrial area. 
Wastewater generated in 
Centurion, Midrand north 
and some parts of Tshwane is 
treated at this works. This area 
is one of the fastest growing 
areas in the city.

The total capacity of the works 
is currently 65 Ml/d Average Dry 
Weather Flow (ADWF). Aurecon 

has been tasked by City of Tshwane 
with upgrading and extending the 
works by 30 Ml/d to meet projected 
demand by 2015. This includes the 
following services:

• Project management
• Mechanical, electrical and 

control engineering
• Construction management
• EIA and license application

Project challenges include that 
the Sunderland Ridge WWTW 
was developed and extended 
over a protracted period of time. 
All extensions employed the best 
available technology at the time 

to meet the applicable statutory 
requirements. Stricter standards 
for treated effluent from the works 
forced later extensions to meet a 
higher effluent standard than that 
required from the works as a whole.

Aurecon’s process engineering 
capabilities encompass all aspects 
of municipal and industrial water 
and wastewater treatment, as 
well as recycled water. Aurecon 
provide a comprehensive range 
of investigations, from feasibility 
studies through to detailed 
design of treatment plants, asset 
management and operations 
assistance.

The Sunderland ridge 
Wastewater Treatment 
Works

Aurecon provides engineering, management and specialist technical services to government and private 
sector clients globally. 

The key to our success lies in our business model which focuses on establishing our client’s definition of  
success and tailoring the best Aurecon team across sectors, expertise and geographies. 

Aurecon’s comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the water sector encompasses surface and 
groundwater management; infrastructure provision; and water and sewage utility services; industry  
standards and technologies; as well as best engineering practices. 

Your success is our success. 
  
For more information contact our us at tel: +27 12 427 2000 or email: water@aurecongroup.com

Many of Aurecon’s senior engineers are prominent in 
academia. In Africa, our team is involved with many 
prestigious universities as visiting professors, examiners 
and lecturers.  This ensures that the company stays at 
the forefront of technology and innovation and can 
integrate the latest thinking and technologies into our 
projects.

This knowledge and experience enables Aurecon to 
investigate failing or over loaded treatment plants in 
order or with a view to optimise performance, including 
the design and incorporation of necessary upgrades. 

Aurecon has significant national and international 
water and wastewater treatment capability to deliver 
technical project services spanning:

• Biosolids
• Operational and asset management
• Potable water
• Recycled water and desalination
• Treatment plant design
• Treatment system planning
• Wastewater.

For the Sunderland Wastewater Treatment Works, 
Aurecon proposed a biological nitrogen and 
phosphorous removal activated sludge plant that should 
achieve a P-level of 0,62mg/l and an ammonia level of 
2 mg/l during winter months. Provision has been made 
to pre-precipitate phosphorous from the waste sludge 
to prevent struvite formation in the existing anaerobic 
digesters. Dewatering filtrate will also be blended with 
the pre-precipitation overflow to allow for ammonia 
stripping.

Due for completion in 2012, this project will ensure 
the improved efficiency of the Sunderland Ridge 
Wastewater Treatment Works.  

professional Team
Open Developer
City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality
Electrical Engineer
Tshepang Electrical (Pty) Ltd
EIa Consultant
Aurecon Group
Main Contractor
Basil Read (Pty) Ltd



62 Builders Quarterly Magazine 63Builders Quarterly Magazine 

Set on a 48 hectare piece of 
land in the heart of nigel, 
Ekurhuleni, Gauteng is the 
new Consol Glass (Greenfield 
Glass) Factory. Consol Glass, 
the largest glass manufacturer 
in africa has invested over 

r1.4 billion in this new 
development; a ground 
breaking project that secures 
the sustainability of jobs and 
other economic developments 
in the City of Ekurhuleni. 
Growth expectations remain 

high and Consol Glass will 
remain at the cutting edge 
of developments in the area 
affecting the area through 
infrastructure developments, 
employment opportunities 
and community development 

InfrastructureInfrastructure

office Facilities for 
the new Consol plant 
(Greenfield Glass) in nigel

projects. Based upon the new 
Consol Glass Plant, at least 170 
jobs will be created as a direct 
result of the establishment of 
the Greenfield site.

The New Consol Glass Plant is a very 
positive indicator of better things to 
come in the East of Gauteng where 
economic growth has been declining 
for some time. The investment 
by Consol Glass will no doubt 
contribute to the transformation 
of the economy of the greater 
Nigel area and create decent work 
and sustainable livelihoods. The 
investment can be expected to act 
as a catalyst in stimulating economic 
growth and job creation. The local 
economy will receive a major boost 
from increased infrastructure 
investment. 

The new plant development 
includes the development of a 
new production facility and related 
processes for the manufacturing of 
glass bottles, an office component 
and related infrastructure for such a 
facility and storage and warehouse 
facilities for raw product as well 
as the finished product. The new 
glass factory’s key services and 
infrastructure has been designed 
to support a four-furnace facility. 
The initial phase will establish a 
two-furnace operation, each with 
an output of 400 tons per day. Upon 
commencement of operations, 
Consol’s annual glass packaging 
output will increase by a further 25 
percent or 220,000 tons, elevating 
its total glass production to over 
one-million tons per annum; 

in excess of four-billion glass 
containers per year.

Building a new factory has 
presented a whole new opportunity 
for Consol Glass to employ more 
sustainable and environmentally 
conscious building methods. In view 
of this, the design of the new factory 
was been carefully considered, at 
all times taking into account green 
practices currently being adopted 
around the world. It is clear that 
the new factory sets the benchmark 
for other factories in the group for 
energy efficiency (EE) and general 
adherence to environmental impact 
standards.   

professional Team
Client
Consol Glass
project Manager
Capex Projects
architect
Capex Projects
Civil Engineer
BSM Baker (Pty) Ltd
Structural Engineer
B S M Baker (Pty) Ltd
EIa Consultant
W & L Consultants
Main Contractor
Abbeydale Building and Civils 
(Pty) Ltd
Akhane Construction (Pty) Ltd
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recently built at the University 
of pretoria is a state of the 
art engineering facility and 
parkade; the engineering 
facilities comprise six lecture 
rooms with a total seating 
capacity of 1,800, a drawing 
hall seating 600, including 
an extensive teaching and 
research laboratory space. The 

parkade will accommodate 
about 1,000 vehicles.

 The major reason for this 
development is government’s 
recognition of an engineering 
skills shortage in the country. This 
prompted a governmental grant to 
tertiary educational institutions, of 
which, the University of Pretoria’s 
engineering facility was among 

the recipients. Subsequently, 
this is not just another building 
project, it is an investment in the 
technical capabilities of the country; 
it is developed with a view to 
increase capacity to address the 
infrastructure needs of South Africa.

With an emphasis on ergonomic 
designs and sustainable practices 
the university’s new development 

Engineering III and Parkade Building

Tel:  +27(011) 496 3101  •  Fax: +27(011) 496 3120  
Email:  admin@cai.co.za  •  Email:  drawings@cai.co.za

Head Office
8 Handel Road                          
Ormonde, 2091

P.O. Box 514 
Auckland Park, 2006  

Proud to be associated with the university of Pretoria’s engineering iii & Parkade building 

UNIVERSITY OF 
prETorIa

is setting the pace in innovative 
building.

Once completed in February 2011, 
the proposed integrated facility 
will help meet the growth needs 
of the School of Engineering, 
whilst providing urgently needed 
parking space for students, staff and 
visitors. Comprising four levels of 
parking, with three floors added for 
Engineering, the combined structure 
will be situated on the location of 
the current parking area behind 
the Aula auditorium on the main 
campus.

Urban Landscape

The new development seeks to 
recreate the clarity of the campus’ 
urban landscape, by introducing 
a cultural spine that defines 
convergent axis and elevating 
points of convergence as pause 
areas or social spaces. As people 
move along the spines, they are 
subliminally drawn into interactive 
spaces and are exposed to social 
events, heritage, the arts and the 
exchange of ideas. The limitation of 
available space and infrastructural 
requirements influenced the 
urban landscape to be layered. 
It created an opportunity to 
link into the existing elevated 
pedestrian walkways via the Aula 
deck. Thus the main Engineering 
Concourse becomes the second 
connectivity spine, linking with 
the existing engineering precinct.  
This innovation allows physically 
impaired individuals to seamlessly 
link with the mainstream, as they 
will have direct access from their 
vehicles to all aspects of campus life.

The architecture is responsive to the 
urban context, in that it seeks to be 
anti-iconic and would rather provide 
a transparent view onto a landscape, 
a square or the inherited building 
fabric. It transcends the realm of 
its built fabric to create positive 
connectivity between spaces, thus 

providing the canvas to introduce 
interactivity and communication in a 
flexible environment.

Sustainable Design and 
Technology

The design is very much in line with 
the current international sustainable 
building practices and the principles 
of the Green Building Council of 
South Africa aiming towards a Green 
Star Rating System. This includes 
the reduction of energy use by 
using various elements to shade, 
cool and ventilate the building. Also 
included is strategic placement of 
performance glass, solar screens, 
insulation material as well as 
extensive use of plants. 

In addition to the building’s 
actual design and materials, the 
technology being used will reduce 
energy and resource consumption. 
This will be achieved through 
use of motion-detection lighting, 
rain harvesting and a chimney 
convection system. The new building 
meets all sustainable requirements. 

Challenges

Limited space in a sensitive area 
called for meticulous work planning 
around the surrounding heritage 
buildings of the Aula and Musaion. 
Challenges on the project included 
severe physical constraints, new 
entrance had to be created to 
accommodate high traffic volume 
and increased security. Ensuring 
up to one thousand vehicles are 
able to enter the new entrance 
quickly and effectively has been 
a great challenge. This was also 
compounded by the fact that several 
beautiful indigenous trees had to 
be preserved.  The team, through 
following detailed planning has been 
able to overcome these challenges. 
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a new auditorium at the Vaal 
University of Technology in 
Vanderbijlpark has been completed. 
The project was concluded in april 
2011. The project was a 20 month 
project that commenced in 2009. 
In the 44 years of its existence, 
first as a College of Advanced 
Technical Education (1966 -1979) 
then as Vaal Triangle Technikon 
(1979 – 2003), Vaal University 
of Technology (VUT) has grown 
in stature as a higher education 
institution, drawing students from 
all over the country and 25 other 
countries. It is one of the largest 
Universities of Technology, with 
about 21 000 students. This position 
enables it to make a substantial 
contribution to the development of 
human resources in the Southern 
Gauteng region, the country and the 
continent.

 The university boasts excellent facilities 
conducive to learning, research, recreation 
and sport, art and culture, and community 
engagement. The Vanderbijlpark campus 
is situated on 4.6 hectares of land with 
a state-of the-art library, lecture halls, 
laboratories, auditoriums and offices. 
Three satellite campuses extend the 
academic business of the University into 
Secunda, Kempton Park, and Upington.  An 
extension to the main campus is located 
in Sebokeng. There are four faculties, 
covering Engineering and Technology, 
Applied and Computer Science, Human 
Sciences and Management Sciences.

 VUT is located in a highly industrialized 
area with major petro-chemical, 
steel, engineering and manufacturing 
companies. It is also surrounded by 
communities with poor economic 
backgrounds. The university takes seriously 
its developmental role as a university of 
technology and has adopted a new vision 
and mission that underpins its Teaching 
and Learning, Research and Community 
Engagement.

The Auditorium comes to VUT at an 
opportune time that the University 
can reinforce its capacity to effect 
academic and social development. The 
auditorium which is a 22 room complex 
accommodates up to 3480 students. The 
total cost of development from conceptual 
and design right through to awarding of 
contracts, construction and completion is 
estimated to be around R100 million.  

professional Team
Open Developer
Vaal University of Technology
architect
Urban Edge Architects
Quantity Surveyor
Erascon (Pty) Ltd
Civil Engineer
Ilifa Africa Engineers
Structural Engineer
Ilifa Africa Engineers
Electrical Engineer
Lyon Emfuleni Engineers cc
Mechanical Engineer
Uhuru Wetu Consulting cc
awarded Companies
Stefanutti Stocks (Pty) Ltd
G Liviero & Son Building (Pty) Ltd

Vaal University of 
Technology
New Auditorium

Stefanutti Stocks - a multidisciplinary 
construction group with a  footprint in 
South Africa, Southern Africa and the 
Middle East.

Stefanuti Stocks Geotechnical, a division of Stefanutti 
Stocks (Pty) Ltd, is a geotechnical comapny offering a com-
prehensive range of services including:
 Geotechnical investigations, including diamond core drilling,
 reverse circulation drilling, DPSH testing & Auger Trial Holes.
 Geo-thermal installation.
 Construction of various pile types.
 Lateral support, rock anchoring & shotcrete.
 Specialist consolidation, compaction & other types of grouting.

A Solid Foundation -
the secret to your success

PILING TO THE NEW 
AUDITORIUM BUILDING 
– BLOCK GW, VAAL 
UNIVERSITY OF 
TECHNOLOGY

Stefanutti Stocks Geotechnical was invited 
to tender for the piling works for the 
above project. Insufficient geotechnical 
information was available to finalize the 
pile design and we suggested that we will 
confirm the in-situ conditions as part of our 
service, prior to commencement of piling. 

Severe sidewall collapse with associated 
groundwater seepage was encountered 
in some of the pile positions. To make 
conditions worse, abundant residual core 
stones were encountered in the majority of 
the boundary piles and we had to apply 
advanced engineering and establish 
additional specialized equipment to 
advance through these obstructions.

Notwithstanding the difficulties we 
encountered, we managed to complete 
the project within the budget and 
programme limitations.

AdvertorialInfrastructure
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Through its state-of-the-art 
laboratories, UnISa’s new 
science facility expands the 
university’s capacity for 
practical science. UNISA 
(University of South africa) has 
historically been a distance 
learning university. Though 
effective in the short-term, 
over time this practice proved 
costly and was not conducive 
to successful learning 
outcomes. The solution was to 
create a science hub on one of 
UNISA’s existing campuses. The 
university’s Florida campus, 
north of johannesburg, was 
selected as the preferred 
campus to build the school’s 
‘Centre of Excellence’, as 
the development is referred 
to.  once completed in 2012, 
the CSET (College of Science, 
Engineering and Technology) 
and CaES (College of 
agriculture and Environmental 
Sciences) will be a hi-tech, 

flagship development for 
UnISa.

The campus currently comprises 
an administration building, lecture 
and conference facilities, a library, 
registration hall, a printing press 
as well as dining and recreation 
facilities. The new development 
brings together a modern 
engineering building, research 
laboratories, agriculture centre and 
a new campus entrance.

The three-storey engineering 
building will house teaching 
and practical workshops for the 
engineering departments. The 
aim is to expose students to 
accessible teaching and increase 
the frequency of practical sessions 
to increase research outputs and 
promote requirement for staff and 
postgraduate students. In achieving 
these endeavors the building 
includes various engineering 
disciplines, namely mining, 
civil, mechanical and electrical 
engineering.

Laboratory building will be a 
cutting-edge lab building focusing 

on research that is in line with the 
national priority areas of science 
and technology. Its aim is to create 
a multidisciplinary research and 
postgraduate training venue. The 
new research laboratories will span 
over five levels and will include 
agriculture, physics, chemistry and 
chemical engineering.

The aim of the new agriculture 
centre will be providing innovative 
agricultural education by creating a 
plant nursery facility for training and 
research as well as postgraduate 
training in plant science. The 
single-level centre comprises 
an administration building, 
greenhouses, shade houses, a 
herbarium, stores, potting sheds and 
a display area.

The distinctive combination and 
interrelation of facilities and 
colleges in these buildings make this 
development one of a kind. One of 
the greatest achievements in the 
design is this interrelationship of 
facilities that enable UNISA to utilize 
the facility better due to the rooms’ 
flexibility allowing multipurpose use, 

New Developments at 
UnISa’s Florida Campus

eliminating the need for a dedicated room 
for a given lab function.

Environmentally sustainable methods are 
being implemented within the building’s 
operative functions and as part of the 
construction phases. This includes re-use 
of on-site materials to preference of local 
supplies over imported materials. These 
actions, among others, lower the carbon 
footprint of the development. Within the 
actual development’s operative functions, 
a number of energy efficient solutions are 
being applied including renewable power; 
efficient waste management systems; use 
of natural light; alternative water heating 
methods; as well as designing naturally 
ventilated atriums that reduce the reliance 
on air-conditioning.

The new campus is in line with 
UNISA’s mission of providing quality 
academic and career-focused learning 
opportunities underpinned by principles 
of lifetime learning, flexibility and student-
centeredness.  

proFESSIonal TEaM
Client
University of South Africa 
(UNISA)
project Manager
University of South Africa 
(UNISA)
architect
HMZ Architects
Quantity Surveyor
Turner & Townsend (Pty) Ltd
Civil Engineer
S S I Engineers
Main Contractor
WBHO Construction
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